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AESTRACT 

An analysis of a student attitude questionnaire 
administered in the spring of 1970 to students In 39 secondary 
schools in the state of Utah reflects attitudes which students bring 
to toreign language classrocms. Results of the survey indicate that" 
students share positive attitudes toward language study both before 
and after enrollment in a language prograin. Loss of interest in the 
subject is noted to be the primary cause of student dropouts, 
contents of the paper include- (1) nature of the survey, (2) 
of the litarature^ (3) the student foreign language attitude 
questionnaire, (4) results of the study^ and (5) conclusions 
recommendations^ Appendixes contain the foreign langutfge attitude 
questionnaires and other pertinent data, A selected bibliography is 
included* (RL) 
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ABSTRACT 

Thef fo I lowing cone i us ions were reached frcm an analysis of the 
student riiltiludo quest [en sires p^dm i n i stered in the spring of 1070 to 
students In thirty'^nine secondary schools in the state of Utah. The 
dttitudos of siudents ar^e . nportant a^u ;j i ve an indication ns to why 
rhey do not rake foreign Icjnguages or they begin foreign language 
study, why they discontinue. Studt^nts who have never taken a foreign 
Idnguag^ indicated o positive ratti'tude towar^d fo/^eign languages^ but 
the arritudtis of students who had bean enrolled in foreign languages 
were even more positive. . Students enroll in foreign language classos 
in order to learn to speak the language. They are after practical 
uses for the new language. The primary^ reason for dropping out of 
the foreign language classes is a loss of interest* There was no 
di'ffoPence in c:itntudes shown according to sex. Students living in 
urban, f^'ural, and isolated rural areas of the state indicated no 
difference in attitude toward foreign {anguagiss. 
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CHAPTER I : 

i 

INTRODUCTION 
Tha Proh I em 

Follov/iny World War II, there was s widO'^nrend foelinq in 
, America tnat th^3 United States led the world. Pec p I o of other ' 
count ri©S could speak English if 1hey wanted to d<:. busihess with the 
United States. Foreign langyage study was no I h:,portant or necessary. 
The launching of the Russian Sputnik brought us back to the 
realization that Amt^ricann do need to luarn and use foreiqn languages. 
The United Statts government funded programs in foreign language 
education and the study of languages blossomad. 

As America^g own space program surged ahead and won the race to 
the moon^ foreign languages once again lost priority in government 
spending. For the last few years, enrol Iments in foreign languages 
in the state of Utah and .In the nation have deql i ned. Many junior 
high schools and some 'jcjnior high schools have dropptgd foreign 
language programs frorn_thel r, curr i cu I urn. Some schools offer only one 
foreign language, othe^rs offer none. Students who begin foreign 
language study discontinue that study after one or more years, 
usually In accord with existing entranca requirements of the various 
universities J This raises several questions. 

L Why do students study foreign languages? 

^Frank M. Grittner, '^Maintaining Foreign Language Okills for the 
Advanced^Course Dropout,'^ Foreign Language Annals, II (December 1968), 



.A, What Mfu their^ uxpectut iufii;:;^ - ' _ 

What are. the stuaenrs' artiTuOos tov^yrd tho fcruiun 
langu.Kje Tc,-chor- in such thi.nqG 

A. Tha kinds of cliris ^icilvitiM usod Lw tho -ie=-chor. 

Tnc^ teach ing_ methods uiriplcyad by Mm tnjcnnr. 
C* ' Tno extracurricu Idr activitioB enrjdqod in h,' U^.: 
_ ^ ^ teacher, 

3, What are the f w^sons f or d i scont i nu i foreign lanqurigo 
study? 

4. What are^ thu reasons for never studying ci toreign Innguaqe? 

5, ^ WhRt are the students^ ottitudcs toward -foraign lofujudgus 

^ in relation to^ other subjects ' i n the school curriculum? ' 

6. Wh^t do students hi kiD ^nd dislike afaout foreign language 
study? ' . ^ . 

7*^ Wha1 attltudlnal differances are there among Junior and 

senior high school students on the'above subjects? 
a. What attitudinal d i f f erences are there between ma I as and ^ 



females on the above subjects? • ^ "™ - ^- .. .. .—. 

a 

Stat ama lit of Purpose 

The purpose of this study was: (I) to determ i ne , by quest k- 'm\r& 
the attitude of junior and senior high school students In Utah toward 
foreign language study- (2) to seek answers to the above questions,; 
and (3) to make recommendations for the buiiding of foreign .langufflge 
programs In the state, 



Del imitations of +h0 Study 

This study waa limited to Junior and stsnlor hfqh Dchnol 
studonts in the stato of Utah for the school yc^r 1970-71 who 
answered the attitud© questionnaire used for thif^ stuuy. The study 
includGd only those school distrfcts In Utah whoro nt Imsf one 
foreign language was Taught and where 'the school district allowod 
the study to be conducted,^ ' -■■ 

Definition of Torms Used 



The foilowFng terms which were used in this study are dotinod 
below: ' 

Attitude. . The student's disposition toward foreign ianguages 
as either favorable^ or unfavorable. , - ■ 

Attrition . The declino in enrollment from one level of foreign 
languaga instruction to the nsKt, , ■ . ■ , 

Dropout . A student who for any reason discontinued foi-eign 
language study once he had begun that study, 

d un l or-, Hi Qh- SgiMt r^TOrr ror"~H i gr schoo r was*'^5hTf5rT llF'^o^ 

seven and eight. It consisted of grade nine also if this grade was 
Include;a within the same building. 

Leveh of J nstruct jon ,^ Level of instruction was the progression 
made in foreign languBge study during one year of high school 



2 

A, list of the school districts In Utah that participated in tha 
study and those not participating may be found in Appendix G, , 
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7 ■ ■ 

inifructlon, a.q., first year German or fhirti^yGsr French, 

■ ■ Mlii^ iliih School^. Senior high schooJ wse comprisea of grades ; 
ten. uiovun and tweive. Lt consisted o^. grade n i ne a I so i f tn I 5 • 
jraje w.,.. Inclua^u within the sanie building. / • ' • 

S.purce of Data , . 
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A- questionnaire, was designed by the writer w i th supervisory 
-^^'/'""^ ''^^5 lunguage departnients at the Brigham Younc| Un ivers i ty 
and frcrri tho spociaiTst ir. foreign language i nstruct^I on , ^ Utah State 
Uo.rd of Education. Th. quest ionna i was administered to twenty ^ 
, junior hinh schools and nineteen junior high schools' in the state of 
Ufan.- This was one^thlrd of all secondary schools that quaiified 
;for me study. A ten percent sample of each school population was 
givon thG ques-^ionnaire. The overall sample consisted of students 
from ecoriomic and ethnic backgrounds of al I types. It jncluded all 
Ij.^ogruphfcai sections of the state of Utah including urban, rural 
,'snd isorateri rural areas, 

Type of Quest ionna 1 re 

The quostionnaire was designed to elicit attitudes of students 
toward forei,,n ianguagss. The questionnaire contained two' sections. 
Tne rirst. Form I, was intended for those who have never had a 
foreign languayo course. The second. Form II, was intended for 
srud«.nt. who w.re currently onro|-|ed in a foreign language course, or 
h,.u 0(^en anroll^d at one time. Each questionnaire had a code number 



for The school district, the schoolV :the.seK ot the individual, the 
year in schoornnd the number of years of foreign languaqe study. 
A copy of tha quQStiorinaire is InGluded; in the^ppendi>c, 

Scheciu i e of Col lebtlon " . ' 

The questionnaires woro delivered, along with; a cover letter 
from the Utah Stat^ Boar^ of Education .between March 15^ 1971, and 
May 28^ 1971. Each •school had no longer than two weeks to complatG 
the questionnaires. All questionnaires were returned* 

r Ev_a_[_uat ion of the /Study 

The, study was evaluated In terms of st.etaments on (a) the. need 
■ and value of the s.tudy, and (b}^the objectives of th© investigation. 
The need and value of the study. The decline in enrollment of 
foreign language. students in Utah has bean viewed from many angles^ 
/but never from the standpoint of thb student. No attempt has been 
\ made to find out how students feel :about various aspects of the^ 
foreign language curriculum. This type of information is rtecassary 
in order to realistically find ways of stimulating interest in foreign 
language study and to maintain thay'I nterest during a long sequence of 
language study. A study of this type would also help to^ identify 
and to correct erroneous Ideas, unrealistic expectations^ or negative 
attitudes that the students may hold* In these terms the study 
would make a contribution toward msstlng a basic need of the students 
as well as the teachers. " 
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The objectives of the study . It wa^ an ODjectivG o'^' thiis 
i nvest i gc3t i on (a) to doTermina the ottituae of secoriciary studonts in 
Utah toward foreign langLjaga study and various aspoctB of tho foreign 
language curriculum and Ci) to make recommendations for tho fcuildifiy 
and maintaining of foreign language programs in that state that 
would be pqdagog i ca I I y feasible and desirable. 
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, CHAPTER M 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Foreign langungis educators have been concerndd c?bc5ut thu higfi 
altrition in advanced foreign language classes.- Educators have given 
flowery SpeechsE and i.ndulgod in much speculation seeking refn-ons 
for this attrition. Few studies have dealt direclly with the forGign 
language student. Whether his opinions are valid has been a question 
in the minds of ffjany educators.' Many teachers, supervisors, and 
^'ministrators are fearful of the outcome of a student opinion 
questionnaire. They feol that their ab 1 I i, F i ts, "d ign i ty and even 
their jobs would be placed in Jeopardy if students were allowed to 
speak freeiy about their foreign language experience. Bambercor 
summed up the p rob I em verywoM. Student opinions are importd.ni. 
"Even the obviously most erronaous conceptions of a student cannot b© 
disregarded inasmuch as they help to determine his attitude toward 
the Subject,"' 

TKe fol lowing Is an analysis of research / -lated to student 
attitudes and foreign languaga ?study. 

PapaMa in a survey of four suburban pubMic schools, attempted 
to discover the answer to four basic quest fons^ (I) Why high school 



-^Fred H, Bambergtr, ^'What About the Student^s Point of View,'* 
Modern Language Journal , XXXtX 11955), 240-42, • ' 

4 ' 

Anthony Papal la, "A Study of Attrition in Forehgn Language 
Enrollments rn Four Suburban Public Schools," Foreign Lanquaqe^' ' 
Annals, IV Cig70), 62-7. ' 



i:tudorMS dron a fcir^iiyn Ujngunn^i; Whnt are the rrodfcioblu poinls 

ot which thoy^tend to drop ThGir ioreign lan^tjajt) sttidy; (3) To whnt 

• extant do students' opinions coincido with other evyencu; and (4) 

To what extant do tuncher opifnons coincid'5 with ottier eviaencu? Ho 

f- . '<^'^^^' ' . 

concluded thcji^ students drop the foreigf: !anQu.jQa lucnuBO thay- ioo\ 

It is too hard, they preferrv:;d anothor -uiject, thoy wef^D net 

intarosted in foreign lungucjgas^ tfie- cc wist^ I or ^idvised \\vm fo drop 

or thoy didn^t IlKd the toucher. He discovered that most dropouts 

occur fol lowing tho ':,K^cxjr\6 level of study* 

Bartloy's" study vns dehigned^iu ddefi^i fy differencos in^ 

i . j • . 

attitude between continuing and d i Scont i nu i ng foreign lanquaye 

rudents, the possible change of attitude within each of the groups^ 
the probability which students have for continuing or dropping the 
foreign languoge, and to idenUfy the above according to se>u All 
eighth grade students from two junior highs in Palo Alto Unified 
School ni strict were used for the study. Theso were divided into 
continuing and discontinuing foreign language groups* ^ These two 
groups ware then divided intr groups according to sex, Bart ley found 
that significant differences In attitude occurred between hoys and 
girls and a significant negative clinnge dbes e^ist between September 
and March for both sexes in the ^d I scont f nu i ng group. She concluded 
that the findings of this study cleorly point to the important rolra 

%iana E. Bartloy, ^*The Importance of the Attitude Factor in 
Languag© Dropouts A Proliminary Investigation of Group and Sox 
Differences," Foreign Language Annals / III (1970), 303^93* 



which ottitude plcjys jn fcreign Usngufigts dropour. 

Reinert's" ^tudy b^agan ivith tlie dssurnption that "socondnrv' 
studQnts enroll in fbroign langungon becnusu of n dQi,iro to Icdrn the 
foreign language- and culturo," A district v,'ido survey wos, conr.yctud 
in Edmonds, V/ash i ngton concorning the attitudes of fortjign C-nnuaqo 
studonts, A nineteen-itom questionnaire was distributed i-o each 
foreign language student in the district. ^ The results of the 
questionnaire Indicated th;jt students originally onroilori In foreign 
languago classes bor \u^^ of a Ujnguago requ i romont and thus onty 
studied ,the foreign I annudg© or two ye^rs. The study concludc>d that 
foreign language teachGrs should be more pt3rceptiv0 to the attitudes 
of Iheir stuaent^. They should gain coniTiunitv support and emphasize 
the nature of lanQUsqe itSRif, 

Committr^ 1^ of tfie Northeast Conforence on the Teaching of - 
Foreign Langungi/;, wa^ .assigned the task of gaining information and 
opinions directly from the students, Thoy dove I oped a polling 
instrument th;^t fo-^elgn language teachers could use; in their own 
ciassrpofru Iti: purpose was (!) to find out how studonts really. 
f<3lt about thG foreign, langucig© curriculum, (2) to change ai^pects 
of the instructional process, and (3) to help correct erroneous 
Ideas, expectations or negative attitudes thai studenl^s may hold. 
The quest ionnai re contained two. sections. The first was in/fended 
for atudfints who ware currently enrol led In a foreign language 

■*^!iarry Reinert, "Student Attitudes Toiyfjrd Foreign Lcinguage— No 
Sale," Modern Lan guage Journal , LtV (1970), I0/-I2,- 



rtho iu:d nov^^r hsjd forufgn l,-)riau,:gu c;oi;rs<;, n.^ir-s o.:;;.:f iiC . f i 
wore parallel 50 +fUT norncur i scnG niitwunn ijr upi cOiHo no ruHi.-. ini 
report concluyug tn,vr"the forvlQn lanqu..i.j iOdcMn,; piof.^siio' is" 

order to rna«t the cha I \ cnQH-, of thifi now fr;].'^ 

Fulton administered an opi n i onria 1 ru To sluriorts, c.^urK:- k ru, 
and Touchors i r, si>;toen of tne [iostrn rubric Hign ScHdoU. ' Trie ' 
purpose of fhiG hTuuy wat to dj □;:ov.;r wny boyi u:aJ y 1 r i i, oro- for-?ifjf 
langua.jes at th« end of thoir SOccRd .year.of higii school. T(n & studv 
revpaloa littio new or ufiknown causes for dropout. (t did ihoi'^n^e 
that the fault did' not belong I0 th« ttsachcJrE or to the wnv 'li-^v 
teach, Outnigfi i n f i uenct^-a nnd pressurna snr-fned -0 oxort a '-r-i,;'- Jti.jl 
of influence. TodChors and counselor'; did riut nlime G,:,ch t^rht;r for 
the' dropoufs, bur dyr.,.ed on raosons for Tha drocoutii o'ls follows. 

1. preforrod anoTher elnctive 

2. tJ.tiiight [■'- would be too hard To Cf.rrr I nu.- 

3. cofnpiatca i hfi language requ 1 retnon * 

A. prsf'orrGd rj vocaf tonal buhjecl • . • , 

J. wantad to Bt.irt anoTher languagf' 

0. , lack of encour<;igQmont from ^\'VnUi\ 'ilraf Ivo or guidancfj 
personnsii 

7.- present Inyyl was un i fiterost I ng 



. '■^leon A, Jdl'.obovits, "A K^evnnt Curriculurn: An InstrurnAnt fnr 
Polliny S'tudont Dpi -Men," fJortheast Confortjnco Pteporf , (1970), a-?0. 



'J. f^ii i'od 'ho viuf'rort fv^ruiri?. Kr-fju.-iq'.. i. -ur^^o 
..h^i^O U-^ Thw;iO jL..v^>. The STu^:y f-;'eJ r?vi^ Iwr* ^.r ^ ni ^ f 

M^riihiu':. i^'iuc:. ^^^-dn f^^^j ^ . ^ .w- am v^^^ f:-: !!■;. ^^r = ^^'^ ■ 

teaching ar\6 leijrninq of frr'viqn ! .^r^rjuaqes . Iiurcjr .^^j ^ ^ -i-'n^^lJ:, 

those i f. lorv I n,vt.'j wore i i^: iti^::^^ j f^rrei^in hinyujgc^n i: ^tu.; 

public i:r^ools. Tnoso wru. hc^g ^Tuoli^d or zp-hon ,i foroinn \.M:q\]ruio 
wore more^ in fnvor cf foreigr i ^nyyag^^^ Than tfu.^jo v^ru. haij'fi..1. In 

^P^jmI-:-., ncjrn-.n, Ru^^i^n un^i Latin \f\ fha'f- order. Who^.^ a^Kr-,- .rt wh:!i 

^vihaoi ^ ry;ttn i y-^,^::vefi perct^n! s^iLo.in jtj(n<-;rMi hih , 'wcnty-'ono po/cenf 
Sriia if-: uinh ^>,^lv-rn .v-^d only -'rw^aa Qorceni said to bu^cjln In collono,- 
TiuS sluJy cciaJugc .1 :ra* Tho puMic i n = B j oom i -hj I lh: -\^c.a^ Tro luacnl 
v^_f fori?!-:|r- I nr^rpj.inu^ 'mh'^ cr^. Ihe priority in iiio ^cnoc:! cum i ^.lu him* 

From t fit^ ::i>Qvo st-i^los ii can t^o .:orciuJuJ li'dt i^tucufil' 
alTittiJus ^^jrv) afi ; mp^ ;r ; cirrt cohl i derjt i on wtih-r^ ri?no^:^ing tho drr ncuit 

^^Renoa J, Fulton, *'Tne Pr.'blem r.f tho Drnp-out in High School 
Lanyu ifju Cla^^sas^" Modtyrn L rirjUdga Jiurn ^tl , XLll (193^;), Ilh^i9, . 

^Ryut-fi Wuhling, **Pubi.ic Opinion ma Teachinn nf rrrGlqn 



^:^f"^^!^P i n-: OUT cr 7-or»iigr! Inncjiijjye^ Cdn be spol Tl},: , bu t u I Mm'; r.M-^t 
iri Thi^ir i^tujy tjuit ib tlie ■ mo s t tr ] ■ i In ^U-rnv. .mTirij-i, 

Student f^rtitude^ should ; s^:. l?e scruT i n I ired whon bui:inninc; .1 
now progr^rn. If, fcr ux,^mp I a n^-^^P ^ s t li Jen i is wdn ts^. ie.;jrn t._. 
bpeuK thQ- J anqu^rjgu ineir prim^u^y goal dnd rha te.icher imiphrMH ::e'^; 
qr^.:fr}fT!.:?r rnadif;n, tjio -nuJonts wMf soOn tjr'nn cut bocJu^^t thoir .nvf 
uxpoctations huve nor b^-^' njt^t, Tht . rrun for ex Ut I nq' toroian 
longurjae prograiris th^r need to bii built up and /^nvised. 

A study of iiiiidant dTtitjdi^s has ru;.->r^ boon Cv^nauctt?d' in the 
^;Tatfi of Utah and yet niunv progrcims throuqhout the slate nro 
j:uffc^ring from ?itudi^nt s dropp i ng out of or fu^ver dropping into fcrei^in 
langu.iao chi^soG, Th^ ^ibnvo mentioned sludies g!vo an indication itti 
i^uch infcrma^^i^.n I dyf^ir^blr^, but they cannot bi- dirocyfly cipplion^ tc 
fh- prubieniii of attrriion ir; Ufah becQUDc^ of a i f ter i n^x c i rcumetances* 
Therafore, a stuoy of lyfudent cttti?udes would be nelpful in anolyinng 
r^n decline in foreign l^snguage enro I I monts and in bulldinq nuw 
progrdnis or nnprnvinq ^jKhting ones. This study was dasigned to. fill 
the so nfi^fjs, ^ ' ■ 
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. - ' iAPTCF^ III. 

TUfT STUDENT FORE I GIJ LAMGliAGL ATTITUDL ^l.i.S T I OnilA I Ki: 

Trh^ use of. ntri rugo or ' '■[; I n i o-". '-rrV'^ys if* -'V^t fj' f^-^w .-r-v-ort , 
PubiiQ QDinion nc It ^ ::n varioty of ^ub Jo n,)vo hr-un u^;evj f m\\\y 

.^;fud^^;nt op i -lion i ^> cocc-niid^ vviV^t onn r'^or^*; f inps;r"1;ifi1 in tno 

pdSsively .;icncr f v/hot adu: . tor ^ *finvo ^~ ^nvo. Mo wjjniii, ro L^o n./^re 

before jncj rv? warrf^i yolce in fha kinds of cntir^^o^ to i>e iuuqht^ iiiu 

* I- 
contont of Ifieso cour'^eEs, rjnd in some c?)!3ySi in thu fnethcd of 

iri^;/t rucT ion to De HJ^.sd by th<5 teaciittr. B^:;cau30 of h i ' i ndupOf)deiiCn , 

it is ^jM rho moro i f^iportarff Jvi \^^^ .iware ^.f tf^c fitudeni-a d?^^. ires and 

prejudi£:e!^ hi^f^eUiticn to foreign langu:^c;eh, ' tn order fnciMljI.o 

this, ;t he Studefvi^ Foroigri Lannuana Atfiiudt:? Out'^tionriolro was dovolopod, 

- , . . Dtivu I oprneri t 

Tho Studont F^Oftjign Lnr^'juaae AMitudo Que^t ? cnnn i re ^ v/njcb.wn!;. 
giv(^n in fho Lprfng 19/1, wni^ dovelnpi^u by the duthcr wi th^ i^upGr- 
viBory help 'from tho Cepijrt!n.?^nt of Gorrnuhic and Ciovic LdnnUtHQe^ and 
»^ the DepCirtment of 3Ddriiiih nnd PortuuutDSc La>iguag^s. [irigharn Yoi/fiq 
UnivHrsity, dnd fh^ foreign LnnguagG spacialtst of 1 he Ut,ijh ftrrle 
tio-:ird of Educfition, ^Tlm qu^st irmnn i re is cofiipri^^ed ^"^f twofc-rms, Fc>rm 
J wus dG^iyn*3d to ho .idnii n I tittered to biuJonts wirh nc. provio'j^, foroiqri 



r;^r.uM ,j f-on^ifjrr \ .jr, jU Of v/ho v^-r- uroso^it i y onrv^ I i in f-r-_,;:r- 
itiff^Uvigo cIriEG. I r^vn:i On Form t jr^o frr the inci. * -.Hr n-irdM-l 1 ./^! : 
Ircm^ in riiu firsr h^if nf Fern U / Thf- .-jM.nv:-^ f,:- i...^nyi,r\i,r-\ :-f 
■*wv. ypf^^upii. ThQ ;.}'. r -K-rr of Forn M ^^^:i5) ^ie^ ? nfi-d, cp 1 y f/r j:hr^(' .vh 
fKKi nireudy d i ^eonr i r.uud truWr foreign kiniung.? i/rudy^.-r wh;: wen. 
^pld-nning to do at -rhti cruj of tne currenT schoo! yOrUS 

.icqui t lOP'. of -r^iMIs C^nR.]^irv;^ li^n-fMr^j, rV;. [ ny , wr i M iv] ) , iu>-- 

rupport, ,oxtrcK:u!^r[(:ular act fvi n i rave ! , rtnu persron:-. i influonci-s 

rogardjng ^foroigri Lviqihige i udy , The tKidt^nt- recorded rhoir c)^m,^or 

on IBM answor ^he^hn fn order to allow for comnutor ^ssiBtnnce in 

I 

i cibu 1 rjt i m;^ t !- = rerij i , 



Accun^icy of the I nstr ! j f n e rr t' 



. i S^njdwni Forr. i rjn ■ 1 ^^nguncjt^ Artitudy Quch 1 i onnFJ i re wuS - 
■icmiri! st.jrec? to two riurtiired ;aiudunto af Gcutf, Hinh School, i'cjil 
City iichooL Distric! ,on-o Irja! bdiUa. TifiiH wns ni lowed aftar 
CcrnpUition of the qncist i anna i r^j for thD sludonts to .ccm/nant dbout th.- 
instrumert, iiard-to-iiriouf rfind iu'::-Mon^ wore tiiftn rftvisaa flr,d errors 
wvro currcctfKj. i I w i ny ttiti pilot uunn i strji ion f,f"J revision, 
,i'n(; if^Ktrumunr w.::. auDmi ttyd To The DrehM Youhq Univursity Ttjstjnq 
Centwr to be chockocj for ccmputdr Cumpa fftb i I i 1 y . A becnnu revision 
wa". compl etfcu baforo tho quesT i onna i ros worp .jcim i n i r'* orod tw iho 
';.tudt2nr?;. Th?. pfjor -jr'-^'jp of -uo^t 1 o'^a i res was not ir;c!i;dufj hFlhl'L, 



Dlstributfon ond Adm 1 n j atrdt i on 

A lottcr^^ wos sent to all district super i ntendents of school?. 

in 'Utah from the Statt3 Foreign Language Eneciall^t doscrfbinq the 

project and request I ng permission to conduct the 3 tuny in their schooi 

' i 

districts. The f 1 na f ^^sq I act ion of schools to >art i c I pate in fhe -tudy 
was made from .thosa districts whore foreign languages were already 
part of t^i^ currlcufum rjnd.whGro perniission was granted 'to conduct rhu 
study. Schoois were choLjn from all gE^^orjroph lea I sections of the bt^afo 
and included samples f rorri ^urban, rural, and isolated rural schools. ■ 
All economical levels were represented in tha sampl© as woll as 
reprosentati ves from- the varfous minority groups throughput the Df::te. 
Taale I indicstt-s the school districts and the schools that partici^ 
pated in the study and tho number of students from each school who 
answered the questionnaire. . ' 

Where permissfon wds granted, copies of the above mentioned 
letter were sent to principals of secondary schools to gain their 
support for the study^in their respective schools. Appointments were 
made with the principals and the questionnaires were denv.ered to the 
schools and administered to he students by either the writer or by . 
Or. Elliot C* Howe, Specialist of Foreign Language Education of the 
Utah State Board of Education* ■ , . 



A copy of this letter may be found in Appendix E, 



. ^^^Jdonr rov.por.^i}^ wans rQnordt^cr h^M r^n:..vvr b^he.^h. inu Miw" 

t^butato the r#^ulh. of the questionnaire. 

■ Parti c[ pat inn 

The qutbrionnaire ws5 answerad by 3,220 s^^cori-:iar'y stu.Jvrviii in 
yrddos suven rhrougR twelvo for The fy70-7l school ye^r/ Of those, 
I J'Jb rjnswurod Fonn 1 (no pruvf^ouS foreign langu.ino ti^tudy) c^nd 2,U2;> 
t^tugc-fi!5 responduJ tu Forr:; I I (have bean or arv pFvi^ontly onrol lad if 
a foreign lancjdag^^). T^le^^ w.^re 1,59. ^-cys ann I,d29 gfr I involved 
i n thu study, | ."'^ . ^ ^ 



* 



I 



TABLE I = , ' 

Districts, Schools and Number of 'Students that Participtated in'Stuay 



School District 


Jr* High 


Stuaents 


Sr. High 


Students 


Al p i ne 


Pleasant Grove Jr* 




Orem H igh 


. 76 


Box L 1 der 


Sear Ri ver Jr. 
Box El der Jr. 


65 -l 
96 




^ 33 


Dav I s 


Mi 1 1 creek J r. 
North Lsyton" Jr. 
Sunset Jf^. 


72 
70 
55 


Clear-^ield High 
VIewriipnt High. 


1 54 
21 5 


Emery 






Green RI ver H i gh ^ 


,72 

— — I- 


Gran i te . 


Wasatch Jr. 


B5 


Cottonwood High 
. Gran [ te H i gh 
Sky 1 j ne H i gh 


70 , 
■ 107 
171 • 


Logan 


Logan. J r , 


"52 


p 

Logarf Hi gh 


69 


Mi 1 lard 






MI l lard High 


• 59 


Morgan 






Morgan^ High. 


128 


Provo 


DiKon Jr, 
Farrer Jr. 


100 
9 1 


Provo H i qh 


■ 90 


Salt Lake City 


Bryant Jr. 
H i M s i de J r * 
L i nco In J r . 
Sbutheast Jr* 


64 

75, 

63 ■ 
52 


East High 
South ^Hi gh . 
West High 


136 ' 

153' 

.148 


Too© 1 m 


Too© 1 e J r . 


■52' 


Grantsv ills High 


66 • 


Uintah 






Uintah^High 


58 



TABLE I (continued) 



School District Jr, High Students . Sr. High Students 

Wdshingtori Woodward Jr, 69 

»*»^yne * . ^ • Wayne High = 52 



Weber 



South Jr. " 
T. H. 'Bel I Jr, 



44 Bonnovi I I e High 
78 



138 



1 J or T;.it S~ii; 'V 

iriK ru;-ij|f;, fif fhis i nv-: f ; ; I ( on (ir 'V^ il 
Attitude; Tnwdrds Foroirjn Un^u,vjg;, [„ P;.rli..: .vVMi,j. .M 
IJr^iii" w.;;n^ oni;i'i i .^od in icrmn of Ccj) the r , ^fipnru^. -! r;., s f j-i.- 1 
to 1:,., niioai ionn.H (Form I ,ir;d Form II) f-J ..wn.inir i .ui,-. 

variou-, <;!ufriunrs; of tr.-/ rot.ptJn;;os ;;iude by 1 h- stiuk:r. f, . 

An5iJ_ys in cr^ Form _l_ 

Form l'' waf^ ifit.r,,Jod f<;r b|-udtinrs w\\o hav: nu,vor bco;-, urirollud 
in a forv;fnn languano course in Gchool. Of j hose s;"Ndcr,tR puih^cj,- 
34?: anawerftfi tnis form of rhu fluost ionna I ro. Ti^J'S ii an indication 
t-h^t wlK.re forfiiyn hinnu^gc; uoursea are qffojr.id, on 1 y • ono-th i rd (jf 
rhu itii.Jants riavo not boejn oxpcsed fa forftign languarin study nt snmo 
f\!:iC ill Thoir ■.chdc! oxpu-iencQ, Of thof.e Efunimtci who re.pcnd&d r,;. 
Fof-m I, 11.6^ of then, nad had soma tyne of foraign lannuftgo CKposurn ' 
pthor Than in fhe sciirol situatiun. The c i rcumst,,nces uuU.Ulti of tho 
■ich6.:i| wfiar.i l.jnnuuae I onrn i ny tf-sei^ niace most frequ^vnt h Is thu ncnu, 
however,, only 4.3'^ Indicrited that they hsj al-oaJy :.pg!.,en ^j'foruior, 
language. ^ ' 

Tho cnief reason givon for net takfng a forerinri langu^ioB w^s 
that their chosen nccupatlon did nor ruquh% foruigr l^inyuaqe skiiU, 
Anoltusr reason frequently given for not studying a foreign languan- was 

^'por e conipteTe list of'= responsas givon to each i,nd i v i auii I 
quostfon in; Form I, seo'Appendix C. " 
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t=h:.r their scnudui- wat, ovorcrnwded with cfhor ruquir. d ■ r . i,-. ; p..-- 
courao^ preferred ovf,r the foreign L^nguucje ccurKr. ,;|ospIv rol.fi 
to tliis response was that there was no n.iod for credit or thd'^ foreign 
language was not a njqu i rement for college entrance. 

Poop 1 6 are influenced by those around thum. Children hovo n 
•tandency to be like^thofr parents and frionds. ' fiood tGaoher. „ho ara 
won liked by the studinWti^e ng ef f qc on the studonts' 

opinions and attitudes. Students are very often influenced by «n^t 
they think others' opinions might be. The students may K: entirely 
wrong In their judgments, out It still influences their benavior. It ^ 
is Interosting to note that while 452 of the students who had not taton 
a foreign ianguage felt that languages were important in their opinion, 
65^ Of their friends felt that foreign language study was unimportant. 
Apparently they respected their friends' points of view above their 
own. Table II indicates in the Judgment of the siudents without 
previous language study, the extent to which various people ronsirier 
foreign language^ study important. ^ 



TABLE 



The £5<tent to Which Various.Peop le Consider Foreign Languaao Study 
Important According to ^udent Opinion 



Peop I e Be i ng Extremely ~ Not so ' ' ' 

Considered I mporta nt important Imp ortant Unimportant On|mor, 

Parents ■ 10.2$ 27. I ? "36. OS \2-6% 



o% 10 . 0% 



Porcentaoes that do not equal 100% on the tables are m result of 
students who did not respond to the item In the questionnaire. This' - 
pertains to all tables in this report. 



! 





! ninr.r1\:in f 


ln;r-orr:!n1 


1 n],..:f f-';n 1 




j • ' 


!;.urLP! f 




*■ ■ ■ i ^ ' i'" 


. 1 ''i 






I 




1 f ' 






i 1 


For CM ("Hi 

.J 










" t » i 


OliiOr" To^K.hi^f^s 








7.3?' 




Qjyn&o lors 






18.7?', 


-/ ^r- 
i. i ■ 




Administrators 


16. 7j; 


35. 1^ 








^'ipori nt^iindant 


13. IS 


32. 3r 


1 fi --''^ 




n V ft' 


::)Ctiool Bor^rd 


I2J^ 




2L/^ 







A ':.lTcng indicutiDn was givofi that grade pohr} -ivor-i^ju .^n;i 
teacher dislike had vury littJe bearing on thn sluiJunt's deciyiori wrA 
■ i- -J foroifjri iof.c]iijcju.' Course :ontO!v; int'rh;.i(Jolorjy wnrr nci 
if grugi coricyrfi tc, ihi;. grouf^ of atiideniii, Irfi'le III tJh.wb Ti^i- u.s 
f:;r f]:^ ujkifig u forui;jfi i giiijudgo aiul the !,r.r.. .■!! 1 dfje b I ii<Jem.1 t, y;;.;:. 
rospondGd \o \\\hm TQti^o\\%, 



^'!u.^^.un^ Fur ToKiri:; A rcroign L/in ju.n]*-. Afui Thu i^-r^ • i ^ ' ^ in- ■ Of ;.; > 



Rujr;.or'^ For Ucr E ^ " ..• i I i nrj Tm^- i ^ 



I did not liKo 1 l;o fort.: i nr. F.;r-;nud'j'/ 

•F;y yr-jdeb ifi f?;y Fnqli:,n ulri^r. '^^t^^r^. 
loo low to ,jj|ow rri'^^ i<:' ^vfiroM fc^r j 
foruiyn Innnuacje* 

I didn^t htivo Of' hfqti CfWouqh nr'ndu 
point p^vGr^icju io a \ I ov/ mt' t^-^ vnr. I I 
for n foroiqn UuigucK]o, 

1 did not I i ke 1 lu ,vt^y in wF i ^/f) 
furt^ign Iringuan^'i were laugMt in 
my school , 

Tho for'oiqn i^ifViunfio c\:y::.a2 do ru:? 
t!KM r cuFrur-- aruj fh-Ir c i v ! I i .:n1 i on , 



Tiiore strofH;] r^^CiMna .4:. 1n rhK typon of s.ki|ls rhtvy would 
want to ejcquire ^^hould tiioy ever anroll Inn fDruitjr Irinquan^- cLosb, 
Soverrfy^f i ve porcQr-it of the students fell that thuy w u\a v/ant to to 
. _ able to engagt^ In conversation with natlvr* sper^h^or^, 0?For siulls 

v/hich shewed a high in to rest amonc] t-hu studerits wem to enjoy films 
in d foreigi! Idriguaye, \o r^^Q ntiwispuj ur -j hnd maqa^n)es cjnu.tu wri te 
letters for var\u^{, fiurposes in rjnotf]!:^r hjnciudgu, Tlie letbt Ifvi^^r^bi 
was shown hi being able to read the classical literature in n .foroign 
■ langufjge* This ib an indication that studtjnts anticipatinq forf^ign 
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kill 



EVi i ny tU- tvi^ r^^' ( i rcin i n news 
broadctssib i ruat langucign* 

t^oinc] -iiH D TO f ! ■ rn J tfi Tnu 

C'^ i Q i Mci ] ! .^5: jUMn- , 

Nteraturo in t!i.:t lainquoge, 

b^lng ubfe to rH-d ind cur runt 
iilaraturi^ in rrvot uuiQUjgu, 

lhat ic^ng^ane fc^r variou:! purpot^tis, 
e,g., business, 5uc i ii ! , 

Lieing ^ib!& to wriie srorios^ 
articles^ etc., in tiijt janguagft. 



0/J 
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^oachinn of for^^nn^' \^iv\(]u:r)o:, in Amur i can .nclorn , Thfiy v^om ^- -i^.-; , 
howovor _p ■ to any ^yp<:^ of foraign Idnguano ru::;u i roriOfvr \r;]^oi.^ij u:.u.r: 

them, 

Morjy of ^tudent^ dibclosod thuir ^ n \^.:fr] \ r-]^ to -tucy n 

second !a^!gur;']^J ^omb later date in either high scnool or coMv/.jo, ^ 
Their preferonce. of wnich (dngunge t hoy would i:hL,G6U snov/M in 
Trjble y, 

TABLE V 

Fnreiyn L .figudgcf:. Students Would Cnoose If They Dec Idea To Study A 

Second Langu.'3gG 

Percon t 

Of S+udonts 21 j:?; 



Analysis of Form I I s .. . ■ 

Form I! ^' of tne ^ijest i onna i ro was dosigned for^ students wno r-jj 
previQUGly beon or v/ere at that time enrolled i ri a foreigr=^ l^f^yu^no 
course. Of inose studc s who participated in the srudy, 66f .f thon 
answered Form II. Of that number 1 7^ of them had studied or wore 
simultaneously studying a thM rd I anguage. Eighty'^five percent cf tne 

"'-For a compieTe liat of responses given to eacn i nd i v 1 d;^*:! 1 
' question in Form 11^ see Appendix D, 
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Gurniafi Sphnisli Lntin 



■ fhoKO -rudonts wf,w hftc noT sludied a f:.r..i:jn 1 arr^udgu .wnr j ' 
preferences for which lanQUayt^s rhey would choose It ihoy thculJ j; bor.. 
iafer da^o decido tu enroll in a foreign Ir^nguagu cour;.o, TriMo Vl 
indicates in which foreign I anguago coursfli tho sTudenrs wr.;. anftwor.,,,j ■ ' 
Form II wbre enrol Ujd. 

TABLE VI 

Foreign Languages In Which Sludents Ansv..^rinn Form l| Wore Enrolled' 



Language French GBrman Spanish Latin Other 



Psfcent 

of students ' 26,1% 22.9% 48.0$ 0.4% 



It : interssting to compare Tab I a VI with Tab.le V (nage 24). 
The percent of those who preferred French was slightiy lower (6.1$) 
than those enrolled and those who preferred German were slightly 
higher i .6^) than those enrolled at present.. In Spanish, howevar, 
those enrolisd aimost aoublea those who indicaTed a preference for 
studyi,ng Spanish. J^. n-imh^r of students participating in this study 
who were studying Latin was minimal, but the percentage of those who ■ 
preferred Latin was 5.8$ higher. |t can be noted that only 0.6^ of 
those participating in The Investigation were studying another longuage 
other than those mentioned above. Many of tnose who had studied no 
language would have preferred to study a language other than French " 
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Gorman, gprtnish or.Lrttin. ihlrfeon j'orceRt of tihvn, ! ri.j i j 1 .;u fM,:t 
lanouiKjy othor than tho^,o menMor50;j dGGirabh-. 

fio atroHQ influence was qivon ari io wny Ih-v ^r.,;.. ; hv ; ,.ir f i ,hj i r 
langutiye they ^^rs studying, but a strong i nd i Cu t [on ^w.^s. n i vn,; nui r ' ' 
tMachcjr'^, counselors, cdHege ..ritrnnca requirements nmi vucatiosml 
requirements did not play an Important nart in thpj^ sr*|scticn. T.:blf> 
Vli indicates possible Influences in determininy which foreinn I/mgunqo 
to study and the pcrconTago of STuaent reaponses. Whnf, asked ihoir ■ 
reasons for chocising a parMcular language for study, 77.7% indicated 
tnat a dfts i ra to visit tha country wh^re the Ianguagf2 is spoken w<is 
imprTant in mailing thoir decisions. A second cons i dGrat ion was to 
gain an understanding of the people who speak the language (1\.2%), The 
third mo^W frequent reason was a desire^ to enrich their backgrounds and 
to broaaen their cultural horizons (70. 9|). Of least importance to the 
students in choosing a language were how the language sounds to the 
American ear (44.8$) and any ancestoral ties the students might hava 
had (46. 2S). ' . 

TABLE VI I ■ 

Possible Influences in Determining Which Foreign Language To Study And 

The Percentage of Student Responses 



nflucncas Ygg 



No 



Parenrs . ■ 45^31 5,^^^ 

Friends ^ _ ^ ,48.6?; ., 49.21 

Taachers -'13,8% B2.2% 

counselor .. , 5,41 gQ.Sl 



TArLE Vi ! (---t in;;.; J) 



\r.f \ uunc^ji. 



:ind Jo bu oble lo writo lofr^.rs for v:;jr!r.ub pu rpc*:^?^;^ . Of leu:^r iiiiore^-l- 
v.Tlto ::.!orieu .jnd drHcIc:. in th^ hinrjij/igo. Gf^u T^iblo Vill for ro- 

Skills T:h;l A Fc/r*jir)h !, jncju<::gc Cour%o Cou 1 g Lmphu'^lze And The Rf'^ic t iori:. 

. ^ Of S^udenls Towardb Theni 



d nterestc^d -Not i n-fert.. ^ ted 

brtinii dui... 1o enn-^g^ in an sveryday 
convur'sat ; ur^ with native soeaker^ of 
that ; nnguan^D , 

Being dbiG to lUton to news broad- 
casts in i'ho langua^jo. 




35.0^ 



28 



TABLE V! I ! (cpntinuBG} 



Skills to be emphasized Desirability of Learning the Ski M 

Interested Not Intarasted 



Being able to enjoy films in the 72,01 25,8% 

or i g i na I I anguage. 

Being able to read the classicaf 62.5$ 36.0^ 

literature in the language* 

Being able to read the current 73,5^ 25. I| 

literature in the language, e.g,, 
newspapers, magazines^ best ^ ^ 

sel iers.. 

Befng able to write letters in the 70,5$ , 2B,li 

language for various purposes, s/g,, 
bus i nesS| soc f a I , . 

Being able to write stories, articles, 48.4$ 50. 
etc, in the language. 



The majority of students seemed satisfied with the type of skills 
they were learning, the textbooks they were using and the classroom 
activities and homework they were assigned, Dl ssat i sf act ion ''was shown 
in the number of outside opportunities to use the language' and in the 
foreign lagguage club activities. Many of the schools involved in the 
study offered no outside opportunities for language use and foreign 
language clubs were ineffectual or not in existence* 

in discussionswith foreign language ^iachers and school 
administrators prior to administering the questionnaire, one of thefr- 
greatest concerns was the number of Items dealing with the foreign 
language teachtr. It was felt that the students would use the study 
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tc ve3nt their feelings unjustly toward their teachers. The study provec 
this to be a farse assuraption. The strongeit indication shown by any 
part of this investigation was the esteem of the students for their 
foreign language teachers. All questions which dealt with the teacher 
in any way received very favorable support. Table IX shows questions 
dealing with teachers and the responses given by the students. 

TABLE ]X 

Questions Dealing With Teachers And The^ Responses Given By Th^i Students 



Questions Quite Satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied 



Teacher personality 


48*5$ 28,31 ' 22*2$ 


Teacher's ability to speaii 
the language 


^ 72.2$ 18.8$ 7.1$ 


Teacher's ability to help 
you learn 


45,6$ 32. 1$ 20.3$ 


Teacher's aval lability for 
consultation outside the 


34.8$ 39.2$ ^1.5$ 


regular classroom . 




Even though ^38^ of those 


who took the questionnaf re Kad already 


dropped their foreign language s 


.tudy^and 5.1$ of those who were still 


enrolled intended to drop their 


study the foil owing /^ar, only 12,1$ 


of them indicated that the time 


spent studying r] foreign language had 


not been beneficial. Eighty-two 


percent of the students indicated they 


were in favor of bsg inning fori! 


gn language study in elenjentary school 


and 84^ were agatnst the ©li^ina 


tton of ^ the teaching of foreign languages 



In American schopls. They wsre also agair^t any type of foretgn language 
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requirements. 

The second half of Form 1,1 wa& designed for those studen-^s who 
had already discontinued their foreign language study or intended to do 
so the fol lowing school year. It was developed to elicit reasons for 
students dropping their foreign language study after they had taken one 
or more, years* 

The main reason given for droppjlng their 'foreign language course 
was that they lost Interest. Of those^who had discontinued language 
study, 69$ gave this as a reason for doing so. Closely associated to - 
the loss of interest was a preference for another subject. This was the 
second highest reason given. for dropping the foreign ianguage. The third 
reason was that the language study was no longer relevant. Listed below 
are the ten reasons for dropping foreign languages given most frequently 
In this study. They are listed In order of frequency with the most 
frequent reason first and the percentage of studints who indicated that 
this was a chief reason for , dropping their language study. 

1. I lost Interest in studying the language. (69.0$) 

2, I preferred to study another subject Instead of a ianauaae. 
(62. 5^) . a a- 

J. The language, as It was taught was not relevant and worthwhile. 
(61 .6$) ' ' . ' . - - 

4. I didn't have enough time to study the language as much as | 
should, (60,81) 

5. We weren't learning to understand the spoken lanquaqe. 

(56.2$) / ' : 



'^A complete rank order listing of reasons for discontinuing foreign 
language study is given In Appendix F. 



6. We triedtp cover too much too fast. (56, \%) 

7* I wasn't able to become fluent, which was my reason for 
studying the language. (55.4$) 

8* I Just didn^t feel any more J anguage was worthwhile, (54,9'^) 
9. I was lazy and didn^t study enough* (54.8$)" 
10* All we did was memorize dialogs. (54. 3^) 
The reasons that had no bearing on the' students * decisions to 
drop the foreign language were more evident than why they. do drop out 
of foreign language study. It seemed evident that a students decfsion 
to drop his foreign language study was -not based on the advice of his 
foreign language teacher^ other teachers^ counselors or parents. 

Articulation's was not a problem for the students. The move 
from Junior high to senior high school or from one*school to another 
did not cause the students to become d I scouraged 'and drop their foreign 
language class* A di fference^in the teacher^s methodology was not a 
reason for dropping out. Listed below are ten reasons th'at were 
least significant In the student's decision to drop foreign language 
study* They are listed with the least significant first with the 
percentage of students who said that this was not areason for dropping 
their foreign language class* . 

I* Another teachH^r advised me to drop* C86.8I') 

2, I changed schoDiS'^^nand the ne^t course that I needed of the 
language was no* ava I I ab I e in the new schpol. (84,4$) 

15. ' k . ' ' ' ^ 

Articulation Is used here to mean a coordinatsd foreign language 
program within a school district including the same textbooks, materia Is 
'and course of study within^a given language and In al I of the schools in 
that ^district, " 
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3. A guidance counselor advised me to drop. i6'5.3i) 

4. All we did was watch television, (83,2^) 

5. My language teacher advised me to drop* (82.3$) 

6. ^he next year of the language wasn't offered in my school* 

(79.8?) / ' - ; 

7. The language was too easy and didn't chal lenge me. (78,0$) 

8. I moved to high school from Junior high scbool and the' high 
school todcher taught with d I f f erent. texts, methods, etc, 
(78.1?) 

9. I wanted to switch to another language which I thought 1 
would like better. (77.6?) " " ' 

10. 1 wasn't permitted to study the language 1 wantod to study. 
(77.4?) 

Comparison of Form j_ and Form I I 

One of the contentions of foreign language sducators has been 
that the study of foreign languages has h i dden^ va I ues that the learner 
gains as a bonus above the normal acqulsftjon of skills. Although this 
study did not prove this point or. even attempt to do so,^ It did show 
a ;marked difference i n- att i fudes between the student who had studied a 
foreign language and the one who had not* 

table X indicates three questions that appear on both forms of 
the questionnaire and the percentage of students from both forms who 
answered the questions "y^^J' It can be noted that both groups wsre 
favorable toward thpse th'ree questioni, but those who had studied a 
foreign language were even more positive than those who had not. 
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TABLE X 

Co/nparlson Of Questions From Form I And Form II 



. Questions ' . ^ . Percentage of Students 

. Answering Positively 



I f you had to stay in another country for an 
extsnded period of time, would you maki a 
great effort to learn the language spoken 
there even though you could get along fn ^ 
Engl ish? . 

How important do you think it is for Americans 
to learn a forsfgn language? 

Do you wish you could speak a foreign language 
like a native speaker? 



Both forms of the questionnai re asked students to respond, In 
' their own Judgment^ to what extent certain people consider foreign 
languages Important. Again a very marked differfnce in opinions between 
the two groups was shown. Ths foreign language students displayed the 
more positive approach* Table XI lists the positive responses of both 
groups and the people they were asked to consider* ' ' ' 



Form I Form j I 

72,2$ 82.1% 

6\.B% ■ 83*7$ 



■ TABLF XI 

A Comparison Of Studont Op!nior.& As To The Extent Vfjrious pQcp it- 
. ^ . Consider Foreign Language;s ! mpori of't 



Bc^OD i'e bo i nn rnn^ F rlF^rr^fi 


Percent thoy consider foreigrr longuciqeb 
, ijnportant accord inp to studorrt opininr- 




Form 1 


Form 1 i 


Parents^ 


37.3% 


70.2* 


Friends 


20.5% 




Yoursel f ' ^ ^ 




82,0$ 


Society , " 


31. 5$ 


52.3$ 


Fdreign language teachers 


m,M 


90.8$ 


Other tQachers 


48.11 ■ 


62.21 


Counse 1 ors 


53.6$ 


67.0^ , . 


Admi n i sTrators 


51.81 


67. 1 % 


Superintendent 


45.3$ 


62.4^ ■ ■ . 


S'chool Board / 


46.51 


64.51 ■ 
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it can be noted' tiiat botii groups felt tfiat their^ friends had 
I ittle interest in foreign languages, but'ther-e Is a distinct differpncn 
in ho'Tthey view their parents' f ee I I ngs ' toward foreign languages and 
the greatest di fterence is in their own opinions, 
„ . , Although both groups were against 'the sliminatlon of the. teaching 
of foreign languages in American schools (those onswRring Form I wer© 
72,41 hgainst elimination of foreign language instruction and those 

. . -J 



^jiven by both groups tuwnrd foroiqn leingu.3ne study -ju i rv-nfif , 



EKLC 



TABLE XII. 

Responseii Anninst Foruign Lcmyuage F^i^qin remont^ 



Quest ion 



Pc^rcontago of nuQ.siive 
re^ponse*^ by students 



To what extent are you in favor of requlrinq 
, iiidl uveryone faka cj ioreEgn language at somo 
time during hli r.choniing. 

'To what extent are you fn favor of requiring 
that averyone begi^rt 'foreign language fn 
elBmQntary schoo! and continue with that some 
foreign languago until graduation from high 
- ■ schoo I ? ^ 



Form ! 
57^ 9% 

70. 0? 



Form t I 
50 /ij- 

77.3? 



As can be seon, the rnoro stringent the r^Qulrem^^ni the mora 
opnnsition It received from the students of both groups. Both" group?, 
showed favorabia respohses townrd beginning foreign Innguage stiJdy iri 
elementary school and also tow.^rd an alternates proaram of four yfcXj^^s 
of foreign languago study. , Tho oppos i t i on Beerns to iri reguirirKj ' 
them to participate in the program, . 

In a comparison of the types of foreign 1 angy^^qe 1 II ^ tliat 
students wpjnted to achiRvo, it v.-^ observed th^it F^jrm II reL^punuunt r. 
were again more positive toward the desired skids, but a Uo of fmpnr- 
tance is that both groups displayed cin interest in the sarm; type--^ of 



skills. Tab le Xi I 1 i nd icstes the^desirad skill and the- percentage of 
respondents from both forms of the quest I onna i rs , 

TABLE XIII 
□asirabfljty Of Ski 1 Is To Be Learned 



Percentage of ^students 
want j ng .that skill 





Form 1 




Form 1 


Engage in everyday* conversati on 


75. 2$^ 




87.5$ 


Listen to news broadcasts 






63.81 


Epjoy f i 1 ms 


58^ \% 




72.01 


Read classical literature . ■ 


A \ ! ^ 
1 • 1 A* 




52.5$ 


Read newspapers and friagazines 


52. 3^ 




73,5% 


Write letters for various purposes 


58.8$ 




70.5$ 


Write stories and articles 


'31,6% 




48,4$ 


In all CDmparfsons that can 


be made betwean those who answered 


For/n 1 and those who answered Form 


il of the questionnaire. 


the 




attitudes of those who answered Form l| were more favorabl© 


and 


more 


pos I t i ve toward fore i gn 1 anguagas. 


foreign language s+udy an 


id foreign 



cijltures and people* 

Compar [ son by Sex 

A comparison of attitudes was made accord tng to sex with both 
forms of the auestjonna I re. Table XIV shows the number of boys and 
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g i r i 5 


who answered 


form \ and Form II of the questionnaire^. 






Boys 

- i— 


TABLE XI V"' 

And Girls Who Answered Form 1 And Form ^ 1 




. Sex 




Number. of Students 
Form 1 Form. 1 1 




Boys 
Girls 




731 860 
564 II 43 

^ 





There. was no evident difference in attitudes between th© boys 
and the. girls who responded to Form I with the eKceptlon of the final 
question. It asked which language they would take if they were to 
study a foreign language. The boys^ preference was German and the 
girls' preference was Frinch. Table XV shows^the percentages of the 
language preferences for the boys and the girls who answered Form U 



T/SSLE XV 

Language Preference for Boys and Girls 



Sex, 






LANGUAGES 








French 


GermBn 


Spanish 


Lat I n 


Other 


Boys 


19.71 


28'. 2$ 


22.2$ 


6.3^ 


14. \% 


Girls 


11 M 


19. 2? 


23.21 


5,0$ 


10.3$ 




No slgnif leant di 


fferences were 


found 'tn the 


attitudes of 


the 



.boys and 1 ho girU who anSvieroj Forfri Ti or tho ( i .-nn i i r n . 

A Comparisof i of Urban, Rura I and I soNirBd Hiir.jl lM f i 1 

This Study was conducted to includ^i all QQ<K]rci;Jn .^a ! h-oM^^r.;^ 
of the state of Uhd(\. ' Di st r i cts were polled wnero thu chihirt^n c^ama 
yxclusively from an urbim s 1 tuai i on .-^nd also f rT?m ■s.tr i r ? I y a r\n\il 
^vnn': Sphnru. Mdny oi Ihu air^tricrb inciluded in 1 he i nv^V!, 1 i f- i or i wtru 
fj combination of urban and rural eilements, A cnnipar i sori of tfiA^e 
three types of d f si r I c1 b i ^v^3£i1 ed no differencOE^ in the dftlfudas 
of students who answured oither Form I or Form II of tho quest ionncn ru. 

Dropouts 

Throughout the nation there is a concern for the cont i nuance' of 



foreign 1 


anguage 


instruction. The number of 


students v^ho drop 


the i r 


foreign 1 


anguage 


study once- they have 


1 started 


in the prcjgrBm' is 


high. 


Table XV 1 


i nd 1 cat 


es the Utah foreign 


i anguage 


enro 1 Iments ^ 








TABLE XVI 












Utah Fore i gn Langua 


ge Enrol 


hiion N 1 ... ' 






French 


German Lat i n 


Russ i an 


Spantsh Other 


To r :i i 


1967-68 


8,610 


5,S24 794 


392 


9,033 127 




1968-69 ' 


6,549 


5,008 664 


212 


8,952 77 




1969^70 


7, 184 


5J 59 5f8 


166 


9 , 82 1 0 





Elliot C, Howe, "Utalr Foreign Language EnroMmBnts," ForGi..ji, 
Language . Speaker , Septe/nber 1971, 5, " 
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In areas where local coNeges and universi*ies have foreign ' 
language entrance requireraents, students enroll in foreign language 
classes long enough to meet the requ [ rements and the^n drop' their study. 
This is usually a period of two years. In many areas this is the 
highest cause for dropping foreign language study. This investigation 
indicates that the opposite is true 'in Utah. None of the institutions 
of higher learning In Utah require „a foreign language for acceptance to 
attend. This could be the reasonthat this Is not a problem. Of the 
students in the study who , answered Form ll ,-73.8| of them said that 
entrance ^requirements for colleges and universities had notning to do 
with their decisions to drop their foreign language study. Table XVI| 
shows the level of foreign language instruction and the percent of 
students contlnufng and d'Isconti nu i hg their foreign language study 
during the next school year, 

TABLE XVI I * " 

Students Continuing And Discontinuing Their Foreign Language Study 

During The Next Schocl Year ' 



Current leval • Psrcentage of Students 

of Instruction . ■ 

- - ■ ^ CQntinuinq - _ PI scont 1 nu i nc 



L©ye] I 

Level 2 

Level J 

Level 4 



42.21 57.81 

40*01 60.01 
47.4$ 52.6$ 



>Anothir concern of foreign language educators Is the matter of 



'articulation. It is felt that where programs are not well articulated, 
the students become discouraged and soon discontinue their foreign 
language study. This investigation proved this to be a false ^ 
assumption from the student U point of view* Table XVI N shows three 
questions dealing with problems of articulation and the percentage of 
students who responded that this did not contribute to their decisions 
to discontinue studying a foreign language. 

Counselors have been blamed for programming students out of 
foreign language classes. This study indicated that this I s not the 
case. Eighty-three percent of the students said this was not a ^ 
contributing factor in their decision to drop the langyage. Form 1 
points out on the other hand that 44$ of the students^ said that no 
one ever told them to take a foreign lar^^uage. Counselors must surely 
take part of the blame for this* 

TABLE XVI I .1 

Problems Of Articulation ^ ^ . - 

Question . Percentage of negative respOnse^ 

The ne:^t year of the language wasn't 79, 8| 

offered In my sohooU^ ' 

I moved to high school from junior high 78. IJ 

school and the high school teacher taught 

with different texts, methods, etc. . 

I changed schools and the next course 64*4$ 
that I needed of ^the Languagi was not 
available in the new school.. 



= ■ . ? 

■ . ' J 

!t is indiCdTion th^n t:ivun rhouqn thu c.uriAeL>rs c^ro 
progrdfnrni studenh. out of foreign ianquanes, thoy dn/'.^l-.^: not 
prugra/nminQ thorn into foreign !anguan« courses. Cnr1nhi!y 1 ho for^igr 
language te^icner wou I d have to sharo-the Diame for not informinq 
students abou^t the advantagtjs To furulgn l^ingucjqo Knowloaqt^. 



\ CONCLUSIONS AtJD RECOMMENDATIONS 

On the basis of f hb f i rid i n^s of this i fivSVJ i qnt f on cf. *»A ^hiJy 
of Student Attitudes Towards Foreign Languages in Put)iic SoLc^rKiary 
Schools of Utah^* the following conclusjons bio maoo. RGCOfrij'k-hJc.3t ic^i^ 
are given and suggestii:ns njadw to maet the nt»od& ^t;itvHl In tfi.- 
cone I us i ons , 

Cnricluslans ^ ' 
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, It can Lo concluded from the oaia i h&t atfitudoi of Gtudents 
are important dnd can and should be, measured. Today U student' is more^ 
©pinlonated and sophisticated than ever befor©. He is eKposed to the 
W0r Id through mass cornmunicat ions' and he has very definite Ideas, 
These opinions^ or ideas are not always correct, but they influencQ how 
he acts. To be entirely successful, a teacher would do weJ I to know 
how the students feel about f ore i gn I anguages, ' ' 

Students who have never been enrolled in a foreign lanquage 
hdjve positive attitudes toward f ore i gn I anguage study ana peoplefrom 
foreign -I ands, but the data show they ^have not been oriented properly 
to understand the need to learn a foreign language. Because students' 
indicated that no one ever told them to take a foreign language, 
teachers of foreign languages should take tne lead in a program to 
inform all students as to the advantages of knowing a second languaqe. 
Counselors and adm t n 1 strators should bo involved In advising students 
about foreign iejnguuge study and assisting the foreign language teacher 
in this publ[city program, " 
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Recording to information from. the investigation, a definite 
positive change in attitude occurs when a student has studied a foreign 
language. They ga i n a greater tolerance for other poop I o, thoy havrj a 
deeper apprecLation for different cultures, and they are more willing 
to accept people as different and to use their own language as □ nsoans 
of communication. Even those students who for various reasons have 
discontinued their foreign language study, feel that their time in thw 
foreign language class was beneficial to them. 

The most desirable foreign language sl<i I I to the students is the 
ability to speak the language. This ic the i r ' pr i mary objective and 
expectation regarding foreign language study. A disappointment to the 
students and a probable cause for a loss of interest is not being- able 
to use the language outside of the classroom or after they leave the, 
' secondary school. They want their learning to be useful and are 
anxious to practice what they are learning. This loss of interest is ■ 
the main reason for dropping foreign language study. . It comes not as 
a result of dislike for the teacher, but because the student Is not 
reaching his own objectives in terms of language usta, 

■ , Recommend^at 1 ons - 

It is recommended that students b© given an attitude quest lonna i ro 
In each foreign language class fn the state of Utah, This sliould^be 
adiTiin istered by the foreign language teacher to his own students and 
should.be evaluated by the teacher himself to ascertain the needs, 
^.problems, a^pectations and false impressions of his own students, = 
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CLrriculuni changes could then be student oriented rather than teacher" 
or district mandated. 

]f the student who fias .never 'stud led a. foreign language I s to be 
enrolled^ a campafgn must be launched in each secondary school with 
guldeiines from the State Board of Education to coordinate the 
activittes. The campaign should concentrate on i nf or/nr^t Ion nefired to 
the student leveland dealing with advantages of knowing a second 
language* These argurnents should be realistic and wifhin the grasp of 
every student. Publicity shouid include not only students, but parents, 
comrnunity leaders, counse lors,- admi n 1 strators and other'^teachers should 
be given .information deaLing with foreign langljage study. 

Students need to- be given opportunities to use the foreign 
languages they are learning; Their own expectations Indicate the desire 
to speak the language. It is therefore recommended that the' fol. lowi ng" - 
activities be adopted as part of the curriculum throughout the state of 
Utah in order to give the students more opportun ity to use the language. 
These activities are suggested to meet the expressed need* 

.1. Classroom activities should Involve much oral practice not 
only on theMmltation and memorizing Iwels^ but especially at the level 
of free selection anrf communj cation. Students should feel at ease while 
using the language with each other within the limits of the vocabulary 
they havejearned, 

2. Assignments outside the clr.sroom should include tasl<-or i anted 
projects. They should be given with the idea in mind that students must 
use the language in order to complete the assignment, This might Include 
suak,. act! vl ties as telephone conversations with native speakers, personal 



in '•©rviews with native speakers, concerts, movies and plays in the 
foreign languaga, eating at foreign restaurants whera the'° langL igo is-' 
spoken, purchasing goods from foreign rnercha'nts, listening to lectures 
by native speakers, taking a feMow stud'fjnt on a tour of a Ideal 
tourist attraction atid expfai n it in the language, or any other activity ^ 
that requires the use of the skills in the language, \ 

3. Language clubs^should be organized not only on an individual 
school basis, but on a district basts as well. A state-v^/da foreign 
language convention should be held on a yearly basis to allow students 
to exchange fdeasto improve thetr local language clubs:, +o engage . i n 
activities In the language and to meet other language students and u-se 
the foreign language with them. . ' ' 

4, Foreign language fairs and contests involving all students 
^should be he Id; on d istr ict," regiona ! , and state-wide levels. They should 

be expanded- and coordinated to be culminated at the state level with 
all fairs offering equal opportunities tc^students .throughout the 
state. All fairs should use the same contests and act i v i t i es i n a 
gi ven year. . = * ' ^ ' 

5* La nguagi' camps should-be part of the regu I ar curri cu I um lOf 
langua^ge learning. Weekend camps should be conducted by schooi dfstricts 
several times during the school year and coordinatad with the Ideal 
course's of study. Regional language camps shoul_d be held during the 
suramar tor a minlmun) of one week duration. All activities should be in 
the foreign language and special effort should be made to make them as 
culturally authentic as posstble. 
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itudonts^ Shou Id bo given opportunll i tig tn yisjt the c:oun!T-y 
v-noro tho target langyage is spoken, This should a prnnrniri tnat 
.v:)ula not just be a tourist trip through the counTry, but should bi^ 
s.. urg.iniKdd thjT students must use the foreign iDnguage while in the 

::tudo-^^ ;]ttitudo!i ^ro important, They oro not ^livavs ririht in 
'H'-r ■pinions, but how they feel and the goals they set for thaniselvos 
, qiv.^ direct ion to the way they react. This is true In regard to their 
:;;roign Innguafio study. If thsir sKpectations are not- met in the 
'-■ i';jr jjnnuago r|.ns, ijiey disrontinue their'study m ofton 
_.::it!tut^ other class-s to meet those goals. Enrol Irnents in foreign 
lungunqm will Improve only when the neads of the students are first 
known and then steps taken to meet them. Teachers of foreign languages 
shouhj use attitude questionnaires to take the pulse of their students. 
iP'W nc;jld uso The iTiforrnatioh gleaned from this study and studies of 
■iMiTiiijr design witiV their own studints, to formulate their own courses 
cf itudy That will rriaet the needs of their students, 

o 

ERIC 



' APPENDIX A 

FORE I GN LANGUAGE ATT I TUDE QUEST I ONNA I RE ( FORM I ) 



Instructions 

This questionnaires Is intended for students wiio hava never be^n 
enroiledin a foreign language course. This is not a test/ Your 
^^k hV M" ""^^ affected by your answers. You are being 
asked tc. fill ou-fyth,s quest ionna ire to help foreign Innguaq^ 
educators provide a foreign language curriculum nf " ths hi-jhe-t 
quality. One kind of information that would help them i s"an ^hone-.t 
pxpression of student opinion on this matter. Please let your^truc^ 
faehngs be, known ... Th i s Is your chance to ''tell it like It i-" in' 
your own mind. Thank you for your cooperation 



For questions one throuyi, fhirty-^two, mark your answer sheet after 
reaaing the question ,^nd its numbered answers. Completely fill the 
area between the pair of lines. !f you change your mi nd. erase your 
first nark completely. , ^ ; , q^c yuui 

1. Have you ever studied a language other tiian English outside of 
schQpi? ,\ yes 2 no 

2. If "yes" under what circumstances? 

I While living^abroad • 2 I n ,a I anguage camp 3 at home 
4 through television 5 other- 
(If "no" skip this question.) 

What are the reasons you have never studied a foreign language in 
school? Check all Of the reasons that apply to you'by marking 
t true. Those that do not apply mark 2 false. 'a 



3. 



None of the schools I have attended offered a foreign lannuaqe 
course * d 



I already know a language other thanEngi ish, so there was no need 
TO Study one in school. . . 

I postponed taking a foreign language, perhaps until later in high 
school or even in college, ■ - a 

No one ever told me to take a foreign language. 

It was suggested to me that I take a toreign langusge but I was 
never convinced of Its value. J J ' wd^ 

There was not enough time to take a foreign language, as I was 



tiu\iy with too m^i^y nUi:!- . ..'..i ; ... .-^ I \v.^im1ui.? ^:k.:, 
I 1h..uqht-cj fOf^;ifjn \.uin\in^]'> -jruirs^. w.-:ui.i . ' i f : i v:;; 1 ' . 

II. I did not like fha fiu^uifjfi inp'-junrje toachu'f^i^ . 

I.:. I did not like tnM v^,-. in wfiich forcrii^n ! I'l.ui.hj-^. kiUuhi li, 

my schco! . 

' ^ w.^^ntod to triko l1 furuhjfi UjngLj.uj(}, but 'thr- ^ru) I h jrtf-:; sg:tL i^.l 
op f Of^ >d I h my schoo U 

14. My pnrents advised rne not io take a forei^jn hiiigiirjcie. ■ 

My frionds didn't takn a foreifjn language and Bn I didn't .ntfu)i . 

16, My grados In my EngMhi. class wer^* ton low to nWo^ ntj to c;n.foN 
for a foreign langiijyts, ^ 

17, I didn't have an^^^^W-g+f^nough grade poi nt' average to allow me 'to 
enroll for a foreign language, ■ 

lb. I don't need a foreign language for collfige ontranco. 

A counseior advised me not to teke a foreiyn Inngunrje* 

*^0. One or more of rny teachers advised me not to take a forairjn ' 
I rtngunqe . ' r ^ 

. I fc^el that foroiyners should speak English when they are in 

Afrierlca and thorofora rherc$ was no reason for mo to loarn a fnruign 
I t^ifiguage * 

I will never travel to a foreign country and ^.o I wi II not have ro 
I'^^jrn another innguage* 

2i, The occupation I have chosen" dotas not require a foreinn language. 

/A. I on learn a fof^eign Irifsguage ranter when I get 1o ihe count ry and 
rharvrfuro fcH/t it wa::^iO uf time to leiirn a foroiqn Innguagn in 
iU:UooL 

ib, Ifieioreign Icjnquagy ck-js^aes cjo not placo .uu^uijh umphjjs i s on thy 
poop I e, thair cuituru .ind thoir o ! v i I i z^t i ofu 

I didn't \)j:06 thv^^cradii. 

O 
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i'o. My fjhoiisn vocation dri'Ji n:-* rsjquire .-5 ■ff.f'ihjn Idnq'juge. 

29, I am not going. on to coMf^^jt^ dnd thereforft will not nauj fc-ft^inn 
language. % 

iO. I hnve a hard time memorising ^ind language siu^iy i^ nr. niing iujl 
mBuKDr i zat i on . 

Tho following ure variouG £kil Is. ti^^dt a foreign Icingungu co\n%n cm 
emphasize. Assumi 'thai ono day you might wish to tc^ko a f reign 
language cours©, wh^:h of those skills would you ba int^rosifju in 
lonrning? Rate i nji of !"hom by mHrking one of mih five nunUK/r;. on 
your ansv/er Bhrn^^us fa \ tows: ' 

I gr8i:3t interest 2 sorns M nterest 3 very little intorost 
4 no intor^est . 5 no opinion 

31, Being able to engago in an .every*' iy ronvGrsation with native 
Speakers of that Irn^guHge. 

32* Being able to lisiun to news broadcasts in that language*. ^, 

53* Being abh.) to enjoy films in the original ianguage, 

34. Being able to read the class-ical I fterature in that language,. 

35. Being able to read the current literature In that language, e,g., 
newspapers, magazknes, best sailers, 

36. Being able to write letters in that language for various purposes, 
e.g., business, sociaL 

37. Being able to wrHe stories, articles, etc. in that language, ^ 

3H, Being able to speak on a given subject with a native speaker of 
that language, 

F^ate the following questions on your answer sheet as indicated, 

59. Huw wall do you think you would-be able to^ learn a foreign 
lanyuag©? ^ - 

I very easy 2 ^my 3 n ;t so easy 4 not at al I 

5 HQ rip i n i on 

40. How likely do you think it is that you wi'll one day be a fluent 
speaker of a foreign language? 

'I very likely 2 posaiblo 5 very unlikely 4 no chance 

5 no op i n ion 
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.41. Mow do y,iij think ;i toroi'in Uinquann .;cNid bu ti : s-r-i in 

your h'fe? , ' "' " " . ... 

I very importnni 2 imporMnt 3 not so Inporfoni 
A not ,it ,3 1 I I; no op i n ion 

•J^. Do you think-rjur Uiok of Knowloo-je of foroiqn I .i .jrooi/fii?, 
for many of our political difficulties abrort-i? 
i Vfiry likely 2 poGsiblo 3 varyunlikoly 4 no 

5 r;o Op i iOOn 

4.:^. flow important du you thiru it is for Amerrtans ^o ludr:i fonoiir' 
lariQuoqe. . 
. I vory importcini 2 important 3 not too irnrortrtnt 
4 not importnnt at all 5 no op in ion 

Mark the following questions on your answer shoet aocording to this 
pattern: I yes .2 , no 3 no opinion 

44. If a' special foreign Idnguago course had been availciblo in which 
almost all tho timo had been sponr or; the study of foreign culturo 
in English would you have taken it? 

45. Do you wish ypu could speak a foreign language I i ke a native 
speaker? ■ % ' 

4b. If you had 'o stay in another country for an extended period of 
timo, would you make a great' etforf to learn tho languago spnken 
there even though you could get along in Eng-|ish7 

47. If a foreign language other than those already taught in your 
school had been offered, would you have taken It? 

4B. If other teachors othor than those now teaching foreign languogos 
had taught the foreign language classes would you havo taken one? 

4y. Are you planning on taking a foreign languaqe sometimo in the 
future? 

bO. Would you go out of your way to he I p or undsratand the problems' 
of a person who is not a native American? 

Do you feel that taking a foreign language would make you more 
tolerant or sympathetic toward foreigners? 

52, Do you feel that people who coma to Amarioa should spsak English? 



In your judoment/to whrjt nxiuni do thb fol lowing pucp i a cons i uar 
fL-'Qlgn langu^go sTudv imporT.int? Mark your vinswer sfiant fcHl.v 
I extrmQiy important 2 irnporttint 3 no sojmporfant 
4 un importfjnt 5 no opinion 





your parents 




54, 


your friends 






your high scnoor Teachers otlier than 






society v^holG 






youraei f V ^ 




58. 


schooj administrators (pr mcip:il ) 




59. 


schoo [ counse jors 




60. 


foroign languago oachars in your :^cli 




61 . 


the school board 






the superintendent of schools 





To what iSxTent are you in favor of the fol lowing? Mark the answers on 
your answer sheet as fol lows: 

I very-much'in favor 2 slightly in favor 3 not in favor 

63. beginnfng tho study of a foreign language in elementary school 

64. having four years of foreign, language study in junior hiah and/or 
high school 

65. el iminr3ting the teaching of foreign languages in Am©r i t,.,in.- sohoo I a 

66. requiring that everyone take a foreign language at some time 
during hjs school i ng ■ - 

67. requirLng that everyone begin a )foreign_ language in cBiemQntary 
school and continue with that same foreign language untii 

. " graduation from high school 

68. If you were to take a foreign language, which one would you 
choose? I French 2 German 3 Spanish 4 Latin S otl-er 



THE SlUDIfNT FORLIGN L.ANr;:JAGE: ATTITUUl QUt /rh "^Nf iA i M i\'0^>:] j) 



This quest tonncj iro in intc^fidv;J for bru^iu^^^!^ whw i.^vt; m -/l^.^ly . ;i 
or are now tjr;/*oi|od in :i fnt^al.nn langiuiga coxnhu. nj^ I \\i 
Your grcjdG*^ will in no w^iy bci .^jffocted by your c;r:^:,VlT'r!^ . y.;] .-;jT: hr i r 
dskod to fill out thif^ quoLt innna i ro to iu^lp iov^U']r: l.ii.^jir.jw 
oijuCiilor:; provirjo :i foroign lanyunc^e '.iirriouluin i h*^: hr.|ri rr^.^lii 
One kino of i nfor/nri Mc^n \l\:\r would hoh^ tf^on; i*^ r-^ r xr rnrvs i of- 

Ci^f studont opinion nn rnis matior, Plo-^so lot your^ huo rt.eilnqs ho 
known. This is your .^hnncu to "tol r it I i ke> il'i^:" in ysiur^ own^mind, 
Th^jnk you for your oor^por^rt ion. . - 

_ _ = ■ I ' 

fiOTE: Many of 1 he questions mako reference 1o Spedking Uvi foroiyn 
lanriuage and its use in travel, etc: If tho foroign lonnuage 
you ore btudying \.atin, these quasi ions rmy not apply to 
you. You may skip 1 horn and ancwor fho other qunstlnna that 
are rolevr'jnt. 

.Rerid each question and its numbered answers* VJhen you hnvo dooidud 
which answer- you want to maka, blacken the corresponding space on the 
cjnsv/er sheet. If you change your mind, ercjco your first mark 
cornplataly, ^ ^ 

I. Which foreign language are you studying now Cor have you studied 
in the past) In school? 

I French 2 Gorman 3 Latin 4 Spanish 5 other 

If you ure stuilyirig more than one foreign language, which otlior 
langudcjes (other ih^m the one listed in question one) are you 
t^tudying (or h^^ve you studied). Skip this question if it does 
not apply. ^ . 

I French 2 (k^nn^n 3 b^in 4 Spanish 5 of her 

3* Do you personal ly know anyone Cofh^ than your language teacher) 
who nan speak a f^ngyago other than \ ish? 
I yes 2 no ■ ■ .. 

Indicate whether or not each of the following influenced you In the 
choice of the foreign language you arc studying, Mark your answer 
sheet as fol lows- . L yes 2 no - 

4, your parents 

5, your friand(s) 

6, : your high school teacher 

7, your high school counsflor 
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fl. college entrance requirement 

9, vocational requ irements 

What wero your reasons for choosing the foreign laingyage you are 
studying? 

10. There was no other language availcsble for stydy, 
I true 2 fa I se 

NOTE: If you checked '^true^^ skip to question 21, If you checked 
^ . "false^' answer questions II through 20. 

For each item I i sted below^ rate the Importance it had for you by 
marking your answer sheet as follows: 

! very Important 2 slightly important 3 unimportant 



1 i . 


This 




than 


12. 


This 


13. 


This 


14. 


Th Is 




day. 


15, 


This 
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seemed of great jmportance in today worlds 

will probably be useful in getting a good Job some 



..medicine, law^ teaching^ graduate work, 

16. I want to visit the country where the language i"S spoken, 

17. I want to understand better the people who speak thit language 
and their way of life.' 

18. This' language wlif enrich my background and broaden my cultural 
horizons. 

19. This language is- (or was at one time) spoken by my relatives or 
persons who are (or were) close to me. 

20. Knowledge of this language will add to my social status* 

The following are various skills that a foreign language course-can 
emphasize. Rate the. extent to whrch you are interested in each of 
them by marking your answer sheet as follows- 
I great interest 2 some Interest 3 no interest 

21. being able to engage in an everyday convsrsatjon with native, 
speakers of this language 4 



.^i. tjoing :^bl^' lo nn joy in Mm nruiin.H l,friJ.h;,i 

bain;] obiG to road i [,o curroint lityrutijfu in ihi;; I ,ifu;h, 
nHwspripRrs, indo,jiinfi&, boat Sfsllars. 

b^^ing able to writo ioffors in this lanqu^jqo fnr vurinu- rurpo^w 
G.g, , bus f noss, ^Qv.j id I 

^:/. bo i fig nb\a 1o wrirn ^.torins, nrtlclos, etc, in fhiii luMOuayu 

'-^^l^'^'^tf^ 'b^i ^^xtont to which you are^ s^ci t ( sf 1 Od with udch uf 1 he 
followirKj aspects of your f ore I nn l.anguaga couraas by m^jrkifiq your 
unswo/' nhfSftt as follows: ■ ^ 

I qulta bafisfidd 2 fairly D^tlsfied 3 d i s^=at i &f i 

/». the type of skill.. (libfoning, spMking, reading, writing) you 
woi^o t.ujght in the course 

29, thn texIbo.Arf you have used 

30, ^ thG classroom activitres 

3U thn language laboratory (leave biar^k if there is no langudcjo 
1-^: atory) ' . ^ ^" 

32, the homework you woru nssigned 

5i, the readings you v^ere assigned 

34. the outsidaopportunlt ies you have had to practice the lannuago 

3!3, thB information you received from your teacher as to how you were 
progressing in the language course 

io, the way your progress and achievement were evaluated (grades) 

37. the overall amounT of Time you were given for study 

38, the Teacher^s personality 

39* the teacher *s ability to speak the language 

40* the teacher's ability to help you learn (his helpfulness) 

4U the teacher^ ava f I ab i I i'ty for consultation outsfde the regular 
classroom 

42* the foreign language club activLties 



Murk your ^nswurs on tfio .jnawn^^ shnet as, follcwb: "'^ 
I = yoFi ^"2 no ,3 no op i n i 



Do you foal tha teacher p.lacod tno rnuch empiuiHi^ spudkinq 
corructly? 



= 4.}, WcMjid you have found it holpfyl tn tn c^blo to tiu^ lufuju.jqa 
mor^ to express your thounhtrv ov-n if ii rnaant sno.^Kiri 
incorrectly? . \ ' ^ 

'15, Would you hdvtf^ i i k^d to spend mor^) tfmo discuHannrj tho cultur- of 
people) v/hose languugQ you wnr^o study inq? 

Could you have accomplished more if the fi.reirjn I .jrgu^^Kj.^ you took 
ii.^d been organized in a different ray? 

47, Do you wish you could speak a foreign [anguane I i kt) a native 
speaker? ^ 

48, If you had to stay in another ci ::ntry for an Bxtendod (jeriod of 
time, would you r.J- a great effort to learn the lanquage spoken 
thar^ even though you could get along in Enqllsh? 

49, Hc'r important is it for Americans to learn foreign languages? 

I extrefnely important 2 i'mportant 3 'not so^important 

50, Would you say that the time you have spent in studying a foreign 
language has- been beneficial to you? ' " ■ 

I definitely yes 2 ^ yes 3 not sure 4 no 

In your Judgment, to what extent do the following people consider 
foreign language study important? Mark your answers on the answer 
she^t as f o I lows i ■ y 

1 axtremely important 2 Important 3 not so important 

5 1 , YC^ur parents 

52, your friends 

53, your hi.gh school teachers other than foreign langijage teacher 

54, ^society as a whole . 

55, ' yourse I f ' ' , ■ ■ 

56, school administrators Cprincipars) 

57, school counselors = , 

58, your foreign ianguage teacher . 

59, the school board " " - 



ol). ihd super i ntendont of ^.choQls 

To What oxtont are you in favor of the fol Lowing? NKirK your dn^w-r 
ishtjtjts n:^ foil ows : . , 

I vory much in f.nvor / ^Jinh^ly in f-V(>r .r.-.f in f.^.-r 

nl. bacjinning the i.tufly of :i forninfr lannN.-irv.' in - ; ^c) m i .im. ... 

fi^. hnving four yonr^ of f org f |jn J nnniJanfi study intiinh school 

^ni. nlifnfnntinrj '^^^^ toncfKfU] c>f foreinn hmnunn-s in Amcrfvt.fi :-. h.:ol 

-4, roquiring thot .wuryona \-i^kf^ a fornign \ nti^iiu^n^^ '\v n,^m- Mi.r: 
dufMnn thnir scIkjoI inr] 

bb. requiring tfini everyone bngln a foruign Irnifjuagf) f n' UHnont.ir^ 

school f3nd continuinr] with that snme foreign iHrignuge lifiMi 1 n^;:y 
grdcJij^jtG from liigh Gohnol 

UO, I nm !itil| Otucjylng u.'fnrQign languagn, 
i yes ■ no ^ ' ' 

b?. I plan to continue my foreign language study next year. 
I yes 2' no 

If your answer was '^es^* to both questions 66 and 67, do not complnfQ 
ihe rB/ndinder of the quest lonnaa i re. [f you nnswnr w.ib" ^'no^tci oither 
of the:.o quQStions^, please cornp I ete. the remainder of ih»^ cuiMSt ioruhi i ro 

If your answiar is "no" please mark those reasons that contributed to 
your decisLon not to continue studying a foreign language as follows: 
I conlributed qrcatly 2 contributed sumawnat not 

. ■ con t r' i huiy 

t:S. Tho. Inrigijago as it v/aS taught was not r^hivani- nud wortliwhilo. 

(S, lharo wasn't onougii (smphnsis on the pfioplp and llinii o I vi 1 i ..-n } i on 

70, There wpsn't anough amphdiis on vocabulary rjnd grdrnnkir. 

71 I di dn* t I i kR thn teacher, 

n, I would have preferred another language not; offered In my BohooL 

73. The language became more difficult, and I couldn't koop up any 
longert 

74, i changed schools, and the language I had studiGd wash^t t^^ught 
in the new school, . . . ' 



75, 



The teacher was too dependent on the text. 



/f.. W.-: iTh'd iu ^.,ver t-.'v. ;:aj..h ' fast. 
V/. 1 (jidn't D-it-.d the ( rr!;;i r . 

^^"^ "-^'^nf crr..rruni!y for Indfvldu.i ,r.H:iu,u if/ (he 

V'i. Tfi.^ro wasn't oriough emphasis on reading nnri writfr.g. 
' ^''^^ '^1' lanfjjaqe t necided for cn | | Rf^^. oritrnrn:,^ 

i.;.jv,n.!Hri rn ..witci: Vn .noth.-r i.inguaga whi.i, I nu^inirf i w.-nld'- 

I I Dot t'Or . ■ ' ' 



li. 



I fie Irinounge progrnrn wns not.-I ntons i ve onouqh. ^ 
Tiiu I'anqufigo I'/dG ton fjArd for mo. 
H K Tiiuro was too much omplwasls on g-nmmflr. 
B'j. ;. Tiles tnnchor couid not mcjintain dit 'Dline. 

86, Thero was too much memorizing. 

87. Students from more than one course (for example, Spanish III and 
IV) worG coml^ined into ono class period, and that wflsn'l very 
5a1 I S'f actory . ^ 

m. Tho tima necassary for language study, was hurting my qr.^dHs in 
other subjects. 



89, 



A rjuidiinca couriscjlor advised me to drop. 



^JU. IhfM-o was ion much difference in instructinn by niffen^nl 
U'dchors . 

VI. tfio in.xt yur.r of thft f,^fKju,^gQ Wasn't offertKl in my Dci-uK)L 

92. If was easy tn make good grades without learning anything, 

'^3. I just didn't foe I any mor-fS I anguage was worthwh i I q . 

y4. We worer't learning to understand the spoken language. 

95. 'didn't have onough time to. study the languaaa as much as I 
should, _ . . ■ " 

96,, My language, teacher advised me to drop. 

••'7. I preferred to s+udy another subject instead, of a language. 
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9A. I lost interest. En studying the language, 

99. I dtdn^t Itke TOrking In the lab, 

100, The teacher' did inost of the talking, 

ION [ was lazy and didn^t study enough, 

102, f drdn^t irke the textbook. 

103, There was too jDuch ernphasis on reading and writing, 

104, t didn^t have good teachers. 

105, The teacher drdn^t like the class. 

106, [only intende^d to take rt for thfs long, 
I07t The teacher real ly didn't do much teaching.. 

108, = All we did was watch television. 

109, Anothar teacher advised me to drop, 

110, I didn't want to study a language but had; to and stopped as soon 
as f coul d, ■ . 

111, The tsacher did not seam to know the language well. 

112, The teacher^i grading system was too severe, 

113, The teacher and I didn't get along, 

\\4, The language was too easy and dtdn^t challenge me, 

115, There was too ,much emphasis on ipeakfng the language, 

116, I wasn't parrrjltted to study the Janguage | wanted to study* 
Il7i I was tired of the same teacher, 

118, I had to take another subject which conflicted with the language 
courss. 

119, My parents advised ma to dropi 

120, The repetition was boring. 

^I2N I didn^t like to study literature, 

127. I had a poor background for the next leva I. 



I 



J, 



124 



I 28, 
129. 



132. 



The- teacher didn't, pay sufficient attention to problems cf 
the individual. 

I preforred to take another subjQct wiiich conflicted w;t!i fho 
I anguage coursB, 



lib, Wq dicln^t have much opportunity to participate. In cUiss 
126, The quality of Instruction was poor, 
'•"hora v^BS too much translation. 
We weren't learning to speak the lahguago, 



1 wasn^t able'to become fluent, which was my ri^uioon for 
the I anguage . ' - 



i udy i nq 



130. AM we did was msrnori^e dfalngSi 
I3N 



1 moved to high school from Junior high school and the high 
school teacher taught with different tisxts, methods, etc:/ 

I changed schools and the next course that [ needed of the 
language was not available In the new school. 
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APPENDIX C 



' ., : :■ RKSPONSES TO FORI^ ! - ' . 

.Responses given ^to ^^ch individual question Form i foriow with the 
top figune repYfc>seni-:|jig the numbor of students designating tn^t pari 
of the nuestton as tlieir answer. The percsnt figura direcMy undor-^ 
riOdt h tho tota-1 percentage of students des igrmt [ ng 1[]mT p.irl of 
• question as the'ir an^wt^r. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AITITUDE QUEST I ONNA I RC (FORM I) 

For questions one through th i rty-^two, rnark ycur answer sheet ^ofter 
reading tlie qu^^tfon and Its numbBred answers* CompiGteiy fill thr^ 
^rn;j botwaen the pciir of lines* ! f ynu change your mind^.eraso your 
fir^^f mdrk completoly. 

1. Have you eye-n studied a language other than English outside of 
' schoo I ? '1 yes 2 no 

' 136 .1047^ 
I I :6% ^ 87,61 

2, If '-yeas" under whot cl rcumstances? 

t while living abroad ,2 - ! n a language camp 3 at hc3me 
^ through television 5 other (If "no" skip this question.) 

9 37 BO ^ 27 ^ 45 

What are the reasons you have never studied a forelg^n language fn^ - 
school? Check^all of the reasons, that app I y to you by marking 
I Truu, Those that do not apply mark 2^false. 

3, I'lofis of the scliools I iiave attended offered a forGign Icingurjgo 
course, . _ ' • 

60 " i 1 09 . ■ 

', ■ -5.6:2 92.61 . 

4. I aiready know a language other than English, so there was no 
need to study on,e''ln school. ' , •' " 

51 '■ I 127 ■ ■ ■ " ' , ■ 

' I 



I postponed ■ taki ng a foreign language, perhaps until fHtc;r ir 
hig.h school or even in college, , ' 

■ 524 ; 637 ^x- 
43.8$ ' 55,2%- 

No one ever told me to take a foreign language, _ ■ 

. 415 755 ■ ' 

. 34.71 ^ 63,31 . ■ . " ; 

it'wai suggested to mo that I take a foreign languaye but I was 
never conVinciad of its value. 



504 ■ 673 
■42.2^ 56.3$ 



There was. not enough time to take a foreign language,, as I was 
busy with too many oth's^r courses I wrjnted or. had to take. 

701 479 • 

58.7$ ' 49,1% ' 

\ thought a foreign I anguage course would be too difticult. 

531. 634 ' 

^ 44.41 53. 1$ 

I thought a foreign language course would not be worth the effort 
\ 405 763 ■ . ■ 

\^ 34.01 63.81 ■ . " ' 

I did not like the foreign language teachers, 

i 180 , ■ 986 " •. ' ■ 

(5.1$ 82.5^ . , 

I did not like the way in which foreign languages were taught in 
my schoo I , ■ ' " . 

% 

167 '992 " • ' 

I4.0f» 83.01 , . ■ ■ 

r. wanted to take a forsign language, but the one 1 wantod was not 
offered in my school. . - , ' , 

' ^ ■ ' ' \ 
„ 24,2. 925 ^ 

82.5^ ' 
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14. My parents advised me not to take a foreign language. 

125 1044 

10.5$ 87.4$ ■ .. 

15. My. friends didn't take a foreign language and so I didn't either. 

,194 973 ' ■ 

1 5.2$ 81.4$ • • 

15. My grades in my English class were too low to allow me to enroll 
for a foreign language, . 

243 . 920 

20.3% 71.0% ' _ ■ ' 

17, I didn't have an high enough grade point average to allow me to 
enroll for a foreign ianguage. . " 

204 961 
17.1$ 82.4$ 

18, I don't need a foreign language for co I I ege entrance, ' 

605 524 . 

' 50.6$ 43.^ 

19* A counselor advised me not to take a foreign language, 

. 77 I I 05 

6.4$ 92.3$ 

20, One or more of my teachers advised me not to take a foreign 
I anguage. ■ . 

90 1086 

7.5$ 90.9$ ■ ' 

21, I feerthat foreigners should speak English when they are [n 
America and therefore there was no reason for me to learn' a 

,■ foreign language. ' ' ■ 

1 98 970 
, .16.6$ ei.2$ 

22, I wj I I never travel to a foreign country and so I will not have to 
learn another language. 



192 
16. 1$ 



976 
81.7$ 



■ 
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23, The occupation I havo chosen does not require a foreign Uinqi/ant^. 

721 435 ' ' , 

60,^31 36.4$ ; ■ 

24, I can learn a foreign language faster when I get to the country 
and therefore felt it a waste of time to learn a foreign languacif) 
i n schoo! . . - . " " 

205 960 " = " 

■ 17.2$ S0.-3^ 

25, The foreign language^ classes do not place enough emphasis on the 
people^ thai r., cuH ture and their civilization. 

i 

■ 241 895 
20.2^ , 74.9$ 

26, I didn^t need the c rod it, 

646 505 

54. \% 42.3$ ^ . 

27, 1 do not know anyone who speaks a foreign language, 

190 980 

15.9$ 82,0$ ' > 

28, My chosen vocation does not require a. foreign language, 

253 907 
21 .2$ 75.9$ 

29* I am not going on to col lege and therefor© wi I I not need^a foreign 
I anguage*" 

404 747 
^ ' 33,8$ ' ^2,5$ 

30* ! have a hard time memorizing and language study is nothing but 
memor I zat ion . 

253 689 
21 .2$' 57.7$ 

The following are various skills that a foreign language course can 
emphasize, j Assuming that one day you might wish to take a foreign 
language course^ which of these skills wou I d you be interested In 
learning? Rate each of them by marking one of the five numbers on 
your answer sheet as follows^ 



I, great interest 2 some interest 3 vtsry Nftlw inter us r 
. 4 no interest no opinion 

31. Being able to engagra in an everyday conversation with ruitivo 
speal^ers of that language. ' ' 

'419 479 131 ' oe tH5 

35. I >^ 40.1^ II. 9^ 7.4% , 5,5% 

32. 'Being able to listen to news broadcasts in that lancjuayti. 

195 396 265 254, " 75 

16.3^ 33. II ; ■ 22.2$ 2i .3^1 . b.3% , 

33. Being able to enjoy films in thie original language. 

287 408 ^ ■ 244 ■ 169 62 

24.01 34. 1$ 20.4$ ' 14. M| . 5.2% 

34. Being able to read the classical literature in that language. 

180 311- 298 288 95 

. 15.1^ 26.01 , 24. 9| ■ 24.11 , 7.91 

35. Being able to read the current literature in that I anguage, "©. g. , 
newspapers, magazines, best sellers, " ■ ■ 

228 397 259 232 ' 69 

19.1^ 33.2? ; 21.71 19.4$ 5.8f. 

a 

36. Being able to write letters i n that language for various purposes, 
e.g., business, social. . ■ 

310 393 220 202 58 ■ 

25.9^ 32.9$ 18.41 i6.9^ ■ 4,9% 

37. Being abie to write stories, articles, etc. In that language. 

138 240 309 401 78 

M .5$ 20, \% 25.9% 33.6% b.5% 

38. Being able to speak on a given subject with a native spealor of 
that , I anguage. 

326 384 204 187 64 

27. 3^ 32. 1^ 17. 1% . 15.6$ 5.4$. 

Rate th^ followjng questions on your answer sheet as indicated. 
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39, How we I I do you think you would be able to learn a foreign 
I anguage? ' ' 

I very easy 2 easy 3 not so easy . 4 not at all 

5 no op i n i on 

80 404 568 47 88 

6.1% 55,8% 47.5% 3.9% 7.4^ 

40, How likely do you think It is that you i I I one day be a fluent 
Speaker of a foreign language? 

\ very likely 2- possible 3 very unliKely 4 no chance 

5 no op i n Ion 

Ml 443 366 I9j 77 

9,31 37JJ 30,6$ 16.0$ 6,4^ 

41, Hovv important do you think a foreign language could be to you. in 
.^your I i f e? 

I very iniportant 2 Important 3 not (so important 
'4 not at a I i 5 no dp in ion = ^ 

195 342 452 .93 90 

15. 3$ 28,6$ 37,8$ ^ 7.8$ 7.5$ 

42, Do you think our lack of knowledge of foreign languages accounts 
for many of our political difficulties abroad? 

1 very likely 2 possible 3 very unlikely 4 no 

. 5 no op i n ion 

143 457 234 204 ^ 128 

12.0$ 38.2$ 19.6$ 17.1$ 10.7$ 

43, How .important do you think It is for Americans to iearn a foreign 
language? 

I very important 2 important 3 not too important 

4 not important at all 5 no opinion 

"180 440 414 . . 50 9,6 

15.1$ . 36.8$ 34, 6| 4.2$ 8,0$ 

J^ark the fdl towing questions on your answer sheet according to this 
pattern* I yes ^ 2 no 3. no opinion 

44, If a special foreign language course had been available in which 
almost all the tlm© had been spent on the study of foreign culture 
in English^ would you have taken It? 

265 59 9 29X 

22.2% 50,1$ • 24,5$ 
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Do you ^ wish you could speak a foreign language I i ke a native 
speaker? . , . 

I " ' ■ 

739 ^ \260 ; j 146 ^ 

If you had to stay in another country for an extended period of 
time, would you rnake a great effort to jearn^the language spok^jn 
there even though you could get along In English? 

,863 154^ " 123 

72\2% 12.9$ 10.3$ 

If a foreign language other than those already taught in your 
school had been offered, would you have taken it? 

274 577 310 

22.9$ 48. 3? 25, q$ 

If other teachers other than those now teething foreign languages 
had 'taught the foreign language classes would you have taken one? 

168 665 331 . 

14.1$ 55.6$ 27.7$ 

Are you planning on taking a foreign language somstlme [n the 
future? 

532 364 248 

44.5$ 30,5$ ■ 20.8$ 

Would you' go out of your way to help or understand the problems 
of a person who Is not a native American? 

■ 722 139 271 . 

- 60.4$ ^ I U6$ 22.7$ ' • 

Do you feel that taking a foreign language would make you more 
tolerant or sympathetic toward foreigners? 

515 " 382^^ 263 
43.1$ 32.0$ • 22.0$' 

Do you feel that people who come to America should speak EngMsh? 



447 390 319 

37,4$ .b2.6$' 26.7$ 
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In your judgment^ to what extent do the faMowing pooplQ con^J :t\r 
foreign language study Important? Mark -your answtBr sluiet as !..)Ut)ws: 
I &x1 reme I y [mpcrtant . .2 irnportant 3 not so irnportfint 
4 un I mpcrtant b no opinion 

^i, your parents 

122 324 430 150 120 

10.3 27.1^ ' 36,0^ 12.6$ tO.O^^ 

b4. yciur friends 
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4.3^ . 42. 1^ . 23. 1$ . W.Oy, 

55. your high school teachers other than foreign ianguage teachors 

186 388 273 S7 237 

15.6^ 32,5^ '22. B?; 7.31 19,8% 

5'5. society as a v^hole 

78 , 312 441 168 171 

^ 6.5? 26. 1^ 36. 9f. ■ 14. I ^ 14.3$ 

57. yourself 

190 .354 ■ 564 173 . 76 

15.9^ 29.6^ 30.51 14.5$ ' 6.4$ 

58, school administrators (principal) , 

199 . ' 419 209 ■ 96 235 

16.71 35. \% . 17,5% 8.01 ^ IQ.7'j - 

!39, school counaolors - ' . • 

184 456 • 224 87 222 

IS.4I 38.2^ 18. 7$ 7.3S . 18,6^ 

60. foraign language teachers in your swhool 

713 243 • 68 49 •• ' 9B 

59.7$ 2r:.3^ ' 5.7$ 4.1^ B:2% 

61 . the, school board . ** ' ' ' ' . 

.145 411 256 ■ 109 224 

12. I ^ 34.4$ 21 ,45S 9.1% 18.71 
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62. the supsri ntendent of schools 

156- 386 - 229 105 . 279 

13. Jl' 32.3$ 19.2$ - B.B% -23,J.% 

To what extent are you in favor of +he foMowjng? Mark the inswora on 
your answer sheet as fol lows: 

I very much in favor 2 slightly in favor 3 not In favor 

63. beginning the study of a foraign language in elemenlary s.Jiuol 

350 472 312 ' ' 

29. 3? 26.1$ 

64. having -four years of foreign language study in Junior high and/or 
high school ^ ' 

229 472 428 . 

19.21 39.. 5$ 35.8$ 

65, eliminating the teaching of foreign languages in American schools 

e 174 865 

7.4^ 14.6$ 72.4^ 

66, requiring .thaf everyone take a foreign language In elementary 
school and continue with thaf same foreign language until 
graduation from high school : 

69 J 60 .837 

5.B%- 15,4% 10.0% 

67, requiring that everyone take a foreign language at some time 
duxing his schooling 

- 1-69 254 592 — 

14.1$ 2!, 31 59.9$ 
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if you were to take a foreign language, which one would you 
choose? I French 2 German' 3 Spanish 4 Latin 5 other 

251 293 298 74 163 

21.0$ 24. 5$ 24.9$ 6.2^ 13. 6^ 
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HESPONbfcS rO FORM I I 



top figura representfng the number of students doa I qn.tj1 i ng 1hrit pnr^t " 
of ^ the questjon as tliGir answer. The psrct^rrf f inure? directly undor-^ 
rie^^tli iJ the totai peirconi figi^ of studenfs der^ ign^T i ny 1 hat p:^r t rij 
,1 ha ijiii^stion as their *j!if:wor. 

^'.FOFCirJN LANGlJACiL ATTITUDt: QUfSTlDUNAIfil: (I^OMH' I 1 ) 

Th i s queri t ionnai re is jfiteridt^d for students who havo' prev i oui. I y buen 
or are now enrol ted in a. forntgrj Uinguage cours^u Tiil^ is no1 totit. 
Your gr adeb will in no lai atfected by your sin^vairs. You hr,) being 

ask©d to fill oDt th is queist lonnai re to hel p ^f ortu gn languago 
educators provide a foreign language curric^hum of the highest qudlity. 
One kind of information inaf would hel^. them is an honest " express ion ^ 
of student opinion on this matter,. Please jet. your .trutj f eel i ngs. be 
known. This is your chance to "tell it like It is" in your own /nind, 
Thank you for your cooperat i on * ^ 

NOTE: Many of the questions make reference to sptjaking thu foreign 
ianguage and its use in travel, etc. If the foreign language 
you are studying -Is Latin, these questions may not^apply^to 
you. You may skip them and answer the other quest rons .that 
are relevant* ■ 

Read each question and Its- numbered, answers , 'When you have decided 
which answer you want to mak^, blacken the correspond i ng space on the 
ansv^er sheet. If you change your mind, erase your f jri^^t mark 
cornp I e ta I y . " 

L ^Which foreign language are you studying now Cor have ^you studied 
i n ;the past) in school? ^ ^ .. 

I French 2 German 3 .Latin 4 Spanish 5 other 

S2S 465 8 973 ' 12 " " • 

. ^ 26. \% 22.9% 48.0$ ' 0.6$ ■ ■ 

2. If you are studying more than one foreign language, which other- 
languages (other than the one listed in question one) are. you 
studying (or have you studied). Skip th is, question if It does = 
not app I y , 

, I French 2 German 3 Latin 4 Spanish S other 



108 - 61 ^ 12 125 ■ 38 

5.3$ 3.0^ ' 0.6$^ 6.251 \M 
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Do you persona I ly know anyone (other than your language teacher) 
■ who can speak a language other than English? 
I yes . 2 no . ' 

1727 226 

• 85.3$ 11.2^ ■ r ' 

Indicate whether or ' npt each of the foil owing influenced you fn the 
choice of the foreign language you are studyrng, Mark your answer 
sheet as fol rows* | yes " 2 no 

4. your parents - ■ " 

f 

927 1040 
45.81 51 14^, 

5, your f r I endts ) ° ' 

. "4 

984 996 ■ • 

— . 48.6^ 49. 2?- 

5. your high school teach.er ■ 

279 1665 * 

'13.8% 82,2% ■ ". 

7, your high school counselor ■ ■ ' 

I 1 0 1 833 • 

5.4? 90.51 , ,• . . , 

8, college entrance reguirement 

469 1481 - 

23,2% 73. 1$ 

9, vocational r'Squ i rements - 

326 ■ " ■ 1 63c; 

16. 1$ ao.ai 

What ware your reasons for choosing the foreign lanquaqe you are 
studying? . , '. a a 

' • , i' ■ 

10. There was no other language aval [able for study. . ' • ■ 

I true 2 false 

272 1731 
■ 13.4^ 85.51 ' . ■ ■ ■ ■ 



NOTE: If you checked "true" sk'ip tO' question 21. If you checked 
"false" answer questions II through 20. ' , 

For each Itera listed below, rate the tmportance it had for'you by ■ 
marking your answer sheet- as follows; 

,1 very i/nportant 2 slightly important 3 un irnportan f ; 

11. This langi^age is prattier (sounds better, is. more rausrcai, etc.)" 
than others L could have taken. 

209 . 699 86 r " . - ■ 

■ 10.31 34. 5^ ;: 42.5% ' j . ' ' ' ' ■ / 

12. This language seajtieg easier than others t cou I d -have taken. 

385 711 671' - 

19.0$ 35.11 . ' 33.1$ 

13. This language seemed of great importance in today's world. 

■ " ■ 424 , 814 536 

20.9^ ^ 40.2^ ^ 26.5% 

14. This language will probab I y' bo usef u I in getting a good Job some 



.431 691. 654 

21. 3^ - 34.11 32. 3? , • 

15. This language will be useful in my probable field of study, e. 
medicine, law, teaching, graduate work. 

430 - 650 690 ' 

21.2$ , 32. \% ' 34,1% 

16. I want to visit the country where the language is spoken. 

ideo 514 194 . • 

52.3$ 25.4$ 9.51 '' , ' . 

* 

17. I want to understand better the people who speak this ianguage 
and thei r way of I if e, : ' 

680- 761 333 . ■ ' 

• 33. 6f 37.6$ 16.4$. • ' 

18. This language will enrich my background and broaden my cultural 
horizons. >i 

771 704 298 . ■ ■ 

38. 1$ ' 34 .■8$ '14.7$ ■ ■ 
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19. This Languag© Is Cor was at one ti/ne) spoken by my re I ati ves.or 
persons who are Cor were) close to mm, ' ■ 

487 449 829 

24.0$ 22. 2? ' 40.9^ . ' 

20. Knowledge of this language wi I I add to rny social status. 

351 626 ^ 787 ' =. 

' 17.3$ 30,9$ 38.9$ 

The following are various skills that=a foreign language course can 
emphasize. Rate the, extent to which you are Interested in e.-ich ot 
them by marking your answer sheet as follows- - 
I groat interest 2 some interest 3 no Intertist 

21. being able to, engage In an everyday conversation with native . 
speakers of this language. ^ - 

941 830 ' 225 

. 46,5$ ^41,0$/ I |J$ _ 

22. being able to. listen to news bnoadcasts in this language 

'397 896 709 

19,6$ 44.2$ 35.0$ 



.24. 



being able to enjoy fllmSMn the orlgfnaj language' 
'olB'y 850 523 

. 30.5%- 42.0% 25.6% " . . ' 

being able to read the classical literature in this ranguage 



434 832 729 • . 

\ Z\.A% , 4\ .\% 56.0% 

) . 

23, tjoing abje to read the currant^ lltsrature In thife -I anguage,..e,g, , . 

nowspapers, ■ magaz i nes j best se'llers " ... 

■ ■ ' 609 . 878 509 . 

. 30.1^ 43.4% 25. Il , ■ • 

26. being' able to write letters in this language for various purposes, 

■* e.g., business, sgclal . ^ . 

' 626 ' - 80 1 ' 570 ■ - 

30.9^ 39.6$ 28. II ' 
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, 27. being abla to writ© stories, articles, etc. in this language 
273, ■ 706 1 015 ■ ■ ' 

13.51 34.9$ 50. Oi. _ ■ ' 

Indicate the. axtent to which you -^re sat i sf i ed with aach of the 
. fo.l lowi ng aspacts of yo^r foreign language courses by marking your 
answer. shteet as fol low's: 

I quits satiafied, 2 fairly satisfied 3 dissatisfied 

2a", the type of skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing) you 
were taught in the course ' ' / 

713 977 304 \ ' ■ . ^ ■ 

55.2% 48.2% 15.0$ 

29. the textbooks you have used ■ ■ 

616 954 428 

30,4$ 47.11- 21.11 

30. the classroon] activities ■ 

836 773 =395 ' 

■ '41.3$ . 38.2$ 19.31 =. " , 

31. the language laboratory Cleave blank i^f there Is no language 
laboratory) ' 

, I S3 323 21 8 • • . . 

9.0$ 16.0$ 10.8$ ■ ■ ••■ 

32. the homework you were asslgne,^ » . ■ 

'517 950 . 531 . '.:„•; 

25.5$ . 46.9$ 26.2$ ' ' 

33. the readings you were assLgned 

510 .979 502 

25.2$ 48.3$ 24,81 ' \- . ' 

34. the outside lopportunrti.es you have had to pract fce^'the language' 

398 64)1 951 

19.7$ '3lf.7$ 47.0$ 

35. the informatton you rece tved from your teacher as to how you were 
progressing In the language course * 

612 788 ■ 594 • ' ' ■ ' 

30,2$ 38.9$ . . 29.3$ 



i^^v. tl.o w.jy your prorrQss and achieve/Dent were e\^luated Jgracies) 
766 800 . ^29 

w. the cjyurall amourir of time you wore given for study 

57!. ^ 94 1 = 492 / . 

28.2% 46^5% 2^.3% " • 

fiio I'i'jcher'b porso'na I i t y* 

'jB2 574 449 

39. The Teacher abi fy to speak the language 

!4b2 3fil 144 ■ . 

72.2% 7.1% 

no. ■ tne TfiianhHr's ability to' help you learn (his helpfulness) 

924 651 412 / ■ 

45.6^:^ . . 2Q_.3|, . ^ , 

41. rncf Teacher^s ava i I ab i ! i ty f or consuitBtlon outside the regular - ■ 
c i ass room , ■ _ ~ 

. laa 703 .498— - " 

■^2. t *■ f for*- San lannurjge club act fvf ties 

627 794 ■ , ' . 

22. A% :<l.Oi 3V.2S ■ 

mrk yaur ..nav/tsr;. on Tn« ;inSwer sheet as fallows: 

^ ye*. Z no - - 3- no f ii-in,, . .. . .. . . ' , 

"3, tio yOii fee! The "fiiycrmr Dlacea too wuch emphasis on spaaking ■ 
r-<;oVrcfct ly? ^ . _ ' ' , 

■ • S2.71 ^ 75. 3^ ' - ! f . . • ' 

rStj, We i S>73 - you. ftavft touna T hflipftji to be ab!« to use the language 
>»r# to oxpr^ss .youf Thaygnrs even If jT rnesriT sDcakl'i-j ' " 

, . . • . . : „ :40,.2l ...23,-01 ...,.,„.:,:?0.3 ...... , " 
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45* Would you hay© I i ked to spend, more time discussing the cultu/=e of 
^ ,^ the people whosR language you were studying? 

" 958- 820 231 

^7.3? 40.51 II-, 4^ 

. 46i Could you have acconip I i shed more if the forQign I ajnguage^ you tctok 
had been organized i n .a d F f f erent . way? ^ ^ , . 

785 755 468 

58,8% '37.5% 23 J I ' ' . 

47. Do you wish you could speak a, foreign language like a native 
speaker? ' ' . - ' 

' 1695 ^ "I6y J27 ; ' 

82.7$ 8.3% , .6,3%- 

48, ^-If you had to stay Iri another courrfry for an^extende' period of 

tim©, would you ?7iake a great effort to learn the language spoken 
there even though you could get along' in Engltsh? 

1662 150 J 85 /_ 

' 82. II 7.4$ 9,\% \ 

49... How im^ntant is i t f or Americans to ^learn- foreign languages? 
I extrerneiy important 2 Important 3 not so, important 

656 998 359 

:2,4$ 49,3$ 17,7$ 

'SO, Would you say that the time you have spent In studying a foreign 
I anguage has been benef I c i a I to you? . 
I definitely yes ^ 2 yes 3 . not sure 4 no 

527 , 728. ^ 51^5 245 

26.0$. 36.0$ 25.4$ _ 12 J$ . ^ 

In your judgment^ to what extent do the foMowtng people consider 
foreign language study important? ■ Mark your answers on the answer 
sheet as fo I I ows * ' . 

I extremal^y important 2 Important 3 not^so important ' 

51, your parents ' . , . * 

■ ' - 403 . ^ ' 1019 ^ ' 576 
^ : 19.9$ .50.3$ . 28.4$ 

52. your friends . \ ' ' ' ' ' 
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3,5% 



544 
2b . 9% 



1378 
68 , 0% 



your high school_ teachers cither than foreign larifjuagu !o,-jcht;r 



374 , 
18,5$ 



884 



sdc^Kety as a v,(hoi'j 



177 



55. yourself 



768 
37. 9^ 



082 
43. 5% 



893 
44. I 



688 
34.0$ 



923 
45:65 



321 
15 m 



56. -school administrators (principals) 



! 6. 1$ 

57. school counselors 

355 
17.54 



I 032 
51.0? 



57 



1003 

49.55 



.60 I 
29.7% 



58. ■ your ■fore.i gn nguage teacher 



1491 . 
73.6^ 

59. the School board 

259 
I 2.8$ 



349 
17.25 



1046 
51 .7| 



60. the super i ntendent of schoo I s 



273 
13.55 



991 
48.9; 



142 
7.0^ 



616 
30. 4^ 

-r J 

645 ■ 
3|^9| 



To what extant are you in favor of tHe following? Mark your answer 
sheets as f o I lows: , ■ 

I very much in favor 2 slightly in favor ■ 3 not in foyor 
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..61. beginning the study of a foreign language Jn eJ emsntiary scJiooi 



. 627 

% 31. 0^ !b,7;L 



bZ, having four years of foreign language study in high schnbl 

' 647 ' ■ 833 514 
32. 0^ 4 1.1^ 25. 4^ 

63, Qlimlnating the teaching of foroign languages in Arnsrican scisools 

63 1 93 1 709 

64, requiring that . everyone ^ake a forei^g.n language at some tfme 
during thefr schooling 

432 " 5;<2 1018 ^ - 

21 ,2% 26,3% 50.3% - 

65, requiring that everyone begin a. foreign language In elementary 
^school and cont I nu i ng 'w 1 thr that same foreign language until they 
graduate fro/n^high school 

.j8 312 1555- , = 

. S,3$ 15.4$ 77,31 

66, I arn still studying a foreign language*, 
i yes 2 no 

1156 ^ 782 
51,11 38.61 

67, I p I an to continue my frreign language study next year. 
I .yes .2 no . 

857 . 1045 ' ; 

42,3$ '51.6$' = 

If your answer was "yes'- to both questions 66 and 67^ do not complete 
the remainder of the qu.^st ion^na i re. If your answer wai^"no" to efther 
of tliesw questions, please complete the remaiffnder of -the qu8st i Onna I re* 

Jf you answer is "nq'V please mark those .reasons that contributed to 
your decislon'not to continue studying a foretgn janguage as foMowsf 
I contributed greatly 2 contr i buted somawhat 3. did not ■ 

contr i bute 



Th& Idnguagd hs it was taught was not relevant and worthwhiio. 
108 ■ bQu 436 

There wasn'- onough emphasis on the ptsople their clvilir.diit 

165 ■ 419 599 ' - 

13. 9S 35. 2^ !30.3^ 

There wasn't enough emphas i s, dn^ vocabu I ary and grammar, 

213 '346 622 

17.9^ 29.01 52, 2J 

. I didn't J i ke the teacher. 

324 ' 278 . B33 ■ 
2E.5% 24, b% ■ 47.0% 

1 woutd have preferred another language not off Bred i'n my school 

• 172 ■ 208 752" 

IS. 21 18. 3^ 66.31 . . 

The language became more difficult, and I cou I dn ' t.^keep up any. 
I onger, 

217 ' ' 376 ' 5f30 . 

18.8$ • 32.61 4e.5% 

I changed schools, and tha-language I had stud i ed . wasn 'f. taught 
i n the new school . ' 

68 115' 947 

6.0% \0.2% B3,6% 

The teacher was toe Jependent on the text, 

165 . 327 ' 647 

14.4$ 28,6^ 56.7$ 

We tried to cover too much too fast, 

. . 305 ■ B6 ^ 498 
■26.7^, 29.4^ 43,6$ 
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77. I didn'-t need the credit, 

1 44 270 ' 730 

■f2.6^ , 23.61 63:71 

78. There was not enough opportunity for individual practice in ttu^ 

159 245 667 

14.8$ 22,9% 62.0% 

79. There wasn't enough a/nphasis on reading and writing. 

143 329 657 

!2,7^ 29.21 58.31 

80. I had all the language I needed for cc dge enrrance, 

92 200 824 

8.21 . 17.9^ ■ 73.61 

.81. I ^ wan ted^to. switch to another language which I thought |' would 
I 1 ke better, ■ 

94 155 880 

8^3^ 15.71 77.51 ' • 

82, The language program was not intensive enough. 

144 298 683' 

12.81 26.41 60.51 

83, The language was too hard for me. 

155 , 332 634 

. . 13.51 29,7$ ■ 56.81 

84. There was too rauch e/nphasis on grararaar, 

■ . i 87 307 ■ 634 ■ ' • ' ' 

16.7$ 27.2^ 56. 

85. The teacher could not maintain discipline.' 

197 241 692 • ' ' ■ 

21.31 61.01 ■ ... ■ 



There was too much memorizing, 

272 ■ 

24. 0% 



352 



529 
4b, 6% 



Students frdm more than one course (for tixonip I e, Sranish |l[ , 
IV) were cojnbinsd into one class period, and that wasn'1 very 
sat I sf actcry . 



100 
9. I 



I 63 
14.7% 



839 
75.9$ 



The tim© necessary for language study was hurting my grades in 
other subjects. 



144 
12.8^ 



29" 
26 . Q'l 



689 
6 1 J % 



A guidance counse I or' ddv i sed me tn di-op, 



64 

5.7$ 



122 
10.81 



938 
83.35 



There was too much difference in Instruct ion by different 
teachers, ' ■ 



06 
9.4^ 



227 
20. 2f 



789 
70.2$ 



The next year of. the language wasn't offered in ray school, 



10 

,9.91 



12 

0.01 



891 
79. 8S 



1 1 was e 



asy to make good grades without learning anything, 



64 

4.8$ 



252 
23.61 



683 
61 



Just didn't feel any more language was worthwhile, 



2.82 
25.31 



330 
29,6^ 



501 
44.91 



We weren't learning to understand the spoken language. 



279- /347 485 

.25.0?^ /3I,2^ 43,6? 



I didn't have enough time to study the language as much ar 
should, 

248 424 430 

22.4$ 38.4$ 38.9^ 

'My language teacher advised me to drop, 

55 125 905 

5,9% \\,4% 82,5$ 

I preferred to study another subject instead of a larguage 

'356 • 342' . 418 

31 ,9% ^ 30,0 r 37.41 

I lost interest in studying the language, 

* 410 3S7 '340 

35.9^ 32, II 30.6$ 

I didn't like working In the lab, 

86 1 73 759 ■ " 

8.4| 17. 0^ ^ 74. 5$ ' , . - 

The teacher did most of the talNing. 

■ 261 308 527 

23.8^ ' 28, 1$ 48.0^ 

I was lazy and didn't F+udy enough. 

- 235 375 ^ 500' 

21,11 33.7% 45.0% ' 

I didn't I i i<e the textbook. 

203 338 566 

13.3$ - 30,5% 5|.:|^ 

There was too much emphaiis on read inr and writing, 

■ ■ \50 292 . 655 

; 13.71 26.6'^ 59.7^ , • ' 

/ 

t didn't haya good teachers, / 

251 257 598 ' \ 
22,91 :,..23.,4l. .. .... 53,6? 



105, The teacher didn't like The class. 

161 215 7i-| 

14.5$ 19.4$ 56. 0^ 

106. 1 only [ ntended to take [t for this long, 

185 ' 277 635 

16. 8i 25.2^ 57.81 ^ ^ 

!07, The teachar really didn't do much teaching. 

194 233 661 j 

(7.8$ 21,4$ 50,6? ' • ' / 

108. All we did was watc' television. 

'69 114 906 ■' , . 

6.3$ 10.51 83.2$ , _ 

109. Another teacher advised me to drop,- 

51 ■ . 107 . 946 ' 

4.6$ 9.7$ ■ 86.8$ . 

110. r didn't want to study a. language but had to and stopped as sc 
as I, cou Id. . . . 



95 178 . 832 

't 8.6$ 16.1$ 75.3$ 

Ml. The teacher did not seem to know the language well, 

83 174 828 

7.6$ 16.0$ 76.3$ 

l l"2. The teacher's grading system was too .severe. ' 

1 33 286 669 ' . 

■ !2.6$ 26.1$ 61.1$ 

113, The teacher and i didn't get along. 

■ 187 . 243 670 ■ 

I7.0| 21 , !? 60.8$ --. 

114. Theyanguage was too easy and dtdn't' hal Jengs me. 

/ . 5-' ■ ■ .72 355 . 



There v/as too much emphasis on speaking the IfHiguage. 

y4 7AZ in 

B.Q% 22.05; oB,C% 

I wasn't pormitted to-aiudy the ianguagG ! wjr.ted to &tu,Jy. 

87 156' 834 

B.\% ■ 1 -.S^ 77.4% 

I was tired of the same teuchtsr. 

: 185 214 . -694 

.17.0^ 19, ^ 63.4$ 

i had to take anothp ' subject which conflicted with tho Ian,, 
course, ■■ 

166 ' 245 679 

. 15. 2? ^ 22.4% 62,0% 

My parents advised me to drop, . ' 

172 ■ 8'27. . ' ■ ' \ 

6,7$ I , 77,0% 

The repat i t ion was boring. ^ - 

227 346 510 ^ ^, ' 

20. 31.91 47.0$ . • 

i didn't like to study literatur©* / 

134 ' 25A _ . ^ 

, 23.. 5^ n.i.4$ 

I nad a pc:or-tsdcKgroun'd 'for the nexf Ifhv- ! , ' " 



I<r-.^^^ag6 course. - ' ; 



We didn'T have niuch opportunity to pnrt i c: i p.-rf tj'' I n' c I ass , ' 

130 2AZ -jl'j . 

■ 12.01 22,1% b5.3% ' ■ ' ■ 

The quality of instruction vms poor. 

216 ^ 247 599 

" 20.31 23.2$ 56. At 

There vias +oo rauch translation. ^ 

143 244 654 

13.9^ . 23.4% . 62,6% , ' 

t 

W© v/eren't learning to speak the language. .1 

226 3Ui ■ 5;'3 

" 2i,i4 ?B,7% _ 49.8% 

I wasn't ablQ to become fluent, which was ray reason for studying 
ths I anguaqe . . ■ 

239 3-47^ 459 ■ 

22. 6^ 32.81 44.6% 

M l we did was marior i .'"e d i.a-l ngs.., ■ ' 

278 298 404 

^^(^.2% 28.1 %■ 4'i,5% 

I movpfl to hint, srhoni fr-.m Junior hiqh schoo! ond tiio high 
school leachcr faught wi-h di f f erent t^xtx, nmihads, mc,'' 

■ B2 iA] AGO , ' 

, ;3.8J _ 7B. if, ■ 

; ;;hanqv',; schC;?% i s; and rhe r,^;>;.' course ^na? I nt-.^deo fh^s 
i=;-.uyi3gc wai; ncT avfj;iflbH? in The naw scSkui! , ■ '■ ' ' 



APPENDIX E 



March 9, 1971 



TO; District Superintendents 

FROM: El I lot C. Howe, Speblallst , " • 

Forergn Language Education , ^ 

SUBJECTi District Permissron to Conduct Researcti on Student Attrtude 
on Foreign Language I nstruct fon . v ' ' 

^ ., ' ■ . • . ■ ^ 

^ In' some of the school districts of Utah^ foreign lari|uage enroll- 
ments are decreasrng^ in other di^strrcts they remain about the same^ 
and^tn a few they are increasing, ■ ^ 

The Division of General Education has ^contracted with Mr, Lynn 
Wood^ teacher of Gei^man at South High School and' graduate .student of 
Brig ham Young Unrversity, to make a study of the opinions and attrtudes 
of secondary students Tn regard to foreign languages, it is planned 
that the^ study sample Be taken from every third senior high school' and 
^every fourth junior high school Tn the state. He will get reactions . 
fVom Junior and Senior high school students who are presently studying 
a forergn language and -from' those who have never studied or who have 
discontinued study Tng a forergn language. 

Problem to' be considered: Since foreign language enrollments are 
decreasing in some schoo I s of . the state and Increasing in other schools 
what influence do student opinions, stt i tudes, ind expectations have on 
foreign language ftn:-ihncnt57 

I* Why. do students study s foreign language,, e,g,., expectat iC3ns , 
motives? 

. 2_ ^Ihmr 1^ thm A^&lqn Xb atti tud© toward tf|.. : . 

in. regard to (a) ei-ass activities^ tb) teaching mothodSi ' ;^ 
CMtr^u^ricul-ir acf-'Vitios?: . ' . . \ " 

3, How long does a student ;thlnk he shou id studv y- iormlqn langyaga?! 
Why do ttud^nts; di icoRTf nu© ^forsigr- Isnguag^ i^Tudy? Why dw>hw 
risver studya forefgn language aven.though tha opportunity Is 
avp?l labie? ■ " ^ ^ ' ^ • 

4^ Hw com ttudmtrf fml ateut styclyl ng 3 foreign Jangyaaa at • ' 
- . cmpi^rm to other ftudl^s? ^ ^ - — - ^ . . 

'What Qt^ Hremm are ^mrW in attitude m th^s^^ubj^cts -^mn zm- 
-.. ......-.^,-..p^rl>ig. Jijnlar. hl0 i,cm^\ -to Mn.iar h^dh -school ^ iiadtnts?- 



Mnrch 9, 1971 ^^ " 

Poiiiiule wayb in whi^:.!, infonmation c^an be *usod by scr-;)oi ciistricts: ? 

J. Organization of curriculur Qff..^rir-ya as to grada Dfjcement and 
numl-er of ve^jrs of^^^^^^i. 

Suygast chc^ngos in roach i ng arnphas i s---^emphas i .:e mora on spscikinq 

or omphasiJ!'.^ graa+er understanding of grammaticril concepts, 

3. Counsoljn^ given jo ^tudants; e.g., when you enroll In'rj foreign 
language you should ^xpocf to remsiin for k nimb^ir of yerirs, 

4. KnowlodgG os to relative i mportancr^ of foreign languogd in eyes 
of studrants* 

i 

Do nttitudinni diffcronces b^^^wwfi Junior dfid senior, high schooi ;. 
s+udents on foroign languagGb demand spec i a T adj uE tments in 
curri^.ular offer irh^^ or tefjchtrig ni^thod^? 

Your pt^rmi ■ :i ion is r^.j^pect f u ! i y ruquDu . - d fn allow Mr, Lynn Wood 
■ or his ropi .:sun!rrrivo= to viniT The senior nigh schooU und v-o junior 
^hiah _ hooU ::f your d^^irM-:^ whioh iro rrv-k-nly i;^olOv.^aa frorri o stolu 
^^^^f' If yen ndvo""rc^i^ions why ' -vou^ ?jo ^^'^-^ Vf ■ wa ^Bec i no" tohcbl or 

' ■> I'.vfn . r::: - j.::ipofo r ho s^^^^iy, .v M I ynu pi.^iv.e 1^"^ 

' *;-*p S'j^^i '-Mit-o- ,:^..rv,,n;orv=o* th-^ ifOor>:>:rr of : irrR; :.wo:jid 

-^^^-^^ i S Xr . V0j.;;j wM: i/Cf Oi-v.r-OC Vi:-.:r yrgr t.vOnrrO;HO 



/ 



APPENDIX F 

The fot lowing list is a rank order of the questions from the iaast 
Important reason for discontinuing foreign language stuay to the 
most important reason. The percentage of studsnts who answered 
"did not contribute" for each question Is given. 

■ • ^ ' Percent Ans^arlnq 

Question ^ "did not contribute^ ' 

109. Another teacher adv i sed me to drop, . ^ 86.8 

132, I changed schools and the next course thfit I needed of 

the language was not available In the new schooU 84.4 

74* I changed schools^ and the language Mhad studied wasn^t 
taught in the new., school . 

89* A guidance counsel or advi sed me to drop,^ " 83,3 

108, All we did was water: television, - 83.2 

96, My language, teacher advised me^'to'drop* ■ 82,5 

91, The next year of the language" .wasn * t offered i n my 

schoo ! , . . 79.8 

114, The language was ;too easy> and dldn^t challe'nge me. 78.£i 

I3U I moveu to high school from junior high school ana the 
^ ' ' '^ ^ high " schoo 1"^^^^ ^^v " 

el'c. ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ 76, i . 

a\\ i wanted to switch to anotner language whi cn i thcughT I 

would li KB, batter. . ' 77.6 



i wasn* t perfni fted to fu^jy rh# fanguaga 1 wanted to 

^■ruoy ' ^ ■ . "• "... ' = 77.a 



I M ^ The ?afsc^#r did not mm to knm th@ la^^..;..^ ^ ^^.sM, 
bl , STyganT", from f^?;^r# ^han am course . C for €>;ars0^#. 



bb 



QL je^st ion 

90 



PercenT Answer itij 
''did net 'conrr ibutL-*' 



There was too much difference in instruction Dy 
□itforent Toachers, 



Hp. Tnerfe wab too much emphasis on speaking the language, 

72. I would have preferred another lanyi^ege not of fared in 
my schoo I . 

. t05. The teacher didn- t I ike the class, 
125. We didn't have much opportunity to participate in cLass, 
I didn't like to stuay literature, , ^-^ 
I didn^t need the credit, 
I was tired of tho 5ame tgacher. 
There was too myich translation'* 



121 . 

77. 
I 17. 
127, 

78. 



There was not enough opportunity for individual practice 
in the Sab, 



11^8. .1 had to'tal^e another subject which conflicted with the 
languago course. 

92, It was easy -to make good grades without learning 
anything. 

88. The tima necessary for lannuage study was hurting rtiy 
grades in other subjects. 

112, The teacher-s grading system was too severe* 



113. The teacher and I dldn^t get along, 

107, The teacher really didn't do much teaching, 

82. The language progrjm was not intensive enough, 

I03, There was too much emphasis on reading and writing. 

79. There wasn ' t= enough empnasis on reaaing and writing, 

106. I only intended to take it for this long. 

. 122. I had a poor background for the next lovei. 



/U, ^ 

b:. a- 

Bb,3 
66.0 
65.3 
64,4 
63,7 
53. ^ 
62,6 

62.0 
62.0 

61 . I 
61,1 
61.0 

50,8 
60,6 
60.5 
59,7 
58.5 
57.8 
57,4 



i 



%;ucr^ i i on 



hi, 



d9. 



iUQ I .=irii]ij£jr:cv v/:^:5 too ru^rJ for fViO. 

Ttia quiiility of i hl; i riicM cui wc^s poor, 

I pruforruJ U.^ t jku .^n.; 1 (K;r^ p-uhjc^^r wn i .wi 
v;ith the {;in^;ucJ^10 uoursLr. 



.lilt i I ^ I ^ ^ J 



thoro w dsn ' I' -onough Qiuphasl^ on vocubuijjrv urici ::ramfnjr. 
faiun^t like tfio t^^Hibook, 

There wusn-t unouL^n coiriphasis on tIk pcnople anci their 
ci V i i i .:.rMoii . 



12b. Wu 'weran^t iearrilng to Gp<3ak tha language?. 



73. 



100. 
71 , 
1^0. 



150. 
101 . 
93. ■ 
129. 

76. 
94. 



The language became mora difficult, ana I couldn^t keup 
up winy longer. 

The teacher alan't pay sufficient attention 1c prchN'ms 
of i nd i V I duo Is. 



Tiie reacher uid most of The talking. 
I didn't Ilka the Teacher. 
The repatition was boring,^ 
Tu l;! Wc Tw l uw niUL.fi juw^mor rrr noT 



All we did was menioriza dialogs. 
I was lazy and alan^t study onougK. 

I just d I dn^ t fQQ I ciny more I anguage was worthwh lie. 

I wasn^t abre to become fluent, which was niy reason for 
studying the language. 

We triea to cover too much too fast* 

We weren ^ t I earn i ng to understand the spoken I anguage* 



47.0 



44.9 
44,6 

43J4.. 



ERIC 



ERIC 



WO rthwn \ Ui , 



Schoo! Dii:rr ic + n, in IJijh Tii-rt f';]n i c i ;m iej ir. Hie Stu.ly 



Al p i no 










': h t l 






(ir^r i ■ 






'V.ibh i f 


Mi 1 iurd 


W,.! y fio 







chool Districts in Ulrjjh Where Foreign L^jnfjijuic]^:^^ Are fint T^nighl 

Daggm-t P.-rK Ci ty 

Gsjrf i J . I i ute 

Grand ^ Eoui Summl t 

North Sanpete Tintlc 



chool Districts In Utah Not Wanting to Participate in the S1udy 

Cache - . Murray 
I ran Ogrien 
Jordan San Juan 



School D 1 5 trj_ct£j_nJjjah>jo1^ jJ^^ the Study 



Boaver 

Carbon 

DuchesnG 

J uab 

Kane 

NebQ 



North Summi t 

Rich 

Sevier 

South Sanpete 
Wasatch 



SriJ.CTrn ■[.•|;"i.,h.'M-;Ah:Y 



lUtnibarqnr^ Fred "Whnt Ahoui I'ho :.iuJunt':. .'t Vi-^sJ' i h 

i-Mrtlv^y, Dmna [- . ^Hno ! n;pnr' fvjr.co \\v: Aviltua^ f^:-iM:.M^'M 

Fultofi, Rnnee J. -'Thti Prnbloni of the Droi^-out in Scunol | ■irKju.iij- 

ChiGarM^J^ Modr^rn lanrjUdCju Journril , XLI I (I'jb:)), ir?"ls;% " 

firittnor, Frank '^Mn f fV . 1 1 n i ng Foroinn Langu Ski I ! s for M\e 

Advanc(3d-0our£.o DropoutJ' Foreign [,iiiqujr)o AfHinl!:, M tiynn)^ 20'?, 

m ----- ^ " 

JakobovitB, Leon A, ^'A Relevant Curriculum:' An Instrumant ior rolMnfj 
Student OpinionJ* rla rihem i Conference Roport , (1970), o-iO. 

MohNng^ Ruben, *^Public Opinion ond Tench ing of Forci^]n L.Ml^]yggo::=. " 
Modern language Journal, XLI 1 i (1959), 328-31. ^ 

PfipaMa^ Anthony. **A Study of Attrition In Foreign Languafjo Fnrol Imunfv^ 
in Four' Suburban Pubitc Schoois/^ Foreign Ldngud o e ArmaU., IV 
{1970), 62-7, ' ^ — ^ - 

Roinert, Harry. -'Studnnt Attitudes Townrri Foreign Lafiguage^^Nn Salo," 
Ntodern Language) Journa l, LIV n970), 107-12. 

Utah Foreign Longuago Assacirition and the Division of GenerdI Educ:^tiQn, 

St<?tu Board^of Education, "Ut^n Forc^ign LD:inu--iqe En rol jjients _ _ 
--"^For&I grf- tanpnpTf^^ I W\ )"," 5 - " ~ / 

Utah StfQte Board of Laucation. Utnh Pu bl ic School Pi rectory 1970-^71. 
Salt Lake City, Utah, 1970.. _ _ 

Virginia State Department of Education. "Survoy of Seniors; 1970^ 
Foroign bannurjge Smdp I nniGnl RforTinfiri, Virninig^ 1970, 



